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The Best Book for Enquirers. 2nd Edition. 


\ N HERE ARE THE DEAD? or, SPIRITUALISM 
EXPLAINED. 

Containing well authenticated and selected reports of all the different 
phases of modern spirit phenomena, from table-turning to the visible 
materialisation of the faces and forms of the deparied, and the photograph- 
ing of spirits ; proving by undeniable facts that those we mourn as 


DEAD ARE STILL ALIVE, 


unicate with us; and that Spiritualism is sanctioned by 
ape and consistent with science and commonrcnse ; with specimens 
of intensely interesting commuuications received touching death, the futuro 
lifo, and the experiences of the departed. Also extracts from the literature 
of Spiritualism, advice to ala ong list of books, addresses of mediums, 

1 § information. By FRTIZ. ; 

Popes gece post. free 89 stamps, from A, Ireland & Co., publishers, 
Manchester, who will forward copies of the table of contents on applica- 
tion. LONDON : SIMPKIN, MARSHALL & Co. 


BRITISH NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF 


SPIRITUALISTS, 


Tho BRITISH NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF SPIRITUALISTS is formed to unite 
Spiritualists of every variety of opinion for their mutual aid and benefit ito 
promote the study of Pneumatology and Psycbology; to aid students and 
inquirers in their researches, by placing at their disposal the means of sys- 
tematic investigation into the now recognised facts and phenowena, called 
Spiritual or Psychic; to make known the pasitive results arrived at by 
careful sciontitic research; and to direct attention to the beneficial in- 
fluenco which those results are calculated to exercise upon social relation- 
ships and individual conduct. It is intendod to includo Spiritualists of 
every class, whether members of Local and Provincial Societies or no t, and 
all inquirers into psychological and kindred phenomena, 

PERSONS wishing to join the Association, and local Societies wishing to 


become affiliated, are requested 10 communieate with the Assistaut 
Secretary, Mr. Louis Frecman, York-hill Farm, Loughton, Essex, of whom 
copies of the Constitution and Rules may be had upon application, 


A THIRD SERIES OF 
INSPIRATIONAL DISCOURSES, 
BY MRS. CORA L. V. TAPPAN, ON SUNDAY EVENINGS. 


Committee. 
Alexander Calder, Esq.. The Elms, Putney-hill, S.W.~—Chairman. 

N. Fabyan Dawe, Esq., Portman Chambers, Portman-square, W.; Dr. 
Gully, Bedfcrd-hill, Balham, S.W.: Mrs, Honywood, 52, Warwick-square, 
Pimlico, S.W.; Martin R. Smith, Esq., Heathlends “Wimbledon Com moa, 
S.W.; Thomas Slater, Esq., 136, Euston-road, N,W.; G. N. Strawbridge, 
Esq., and Mrs, Strawbridge, Annandale, Upper Norwood, S.E. 

Webster Glynes, Esq, 4, Gray's lon-squaro, W.O, 
(fon, Secretary and Treasurer.) 


HE above ladies and gentlemen encouraged by the 
7 success which attended the two former eourses of lectures Jast 
season by Mrs. Tappan, have formed themselves into a committee with 
power to add to their number for engaging that Lady forthe whole of the 
coming season. 

There will be 36 lectures, commencing on the 29th of October, and 
ending in June next, divided into courses of twelve each, which will be 
delivered on Sunday eyonings at The Cavyondish Rooms, Mortimer 
stroot, Portland-place. 

A subscriber of £5 for the whole series will be entitled to a reserved 
seat for himself and a friend. 

Tickets to admit one person for a course of 12 lectures will be issued at 
24s., and 12s. each. 

There will be a limited number of 6d. tickets. 

All seats not claimed flve minutes before delivery of the address will be 
filled up if required. d 

Tickets to be obtained only of the Secretary and Treasurer, on enclosing 
post office order. Siogle Tickcts will be soldat the doors. 


IRKBECK BANK, Established 1851.29 and 30, 
B Southampton-buildings, Chancery-lane. 
Four per Cent. Interest allowed on Deposits. 
Current Accounts opened similar to the Joint-Stock Banks, but withont 
any stipulation as to amount of balance to be kept 

by the customer. Cheque Books mupplied. bni 

Sales of British, Foreign, and Colonial Bonds, Stocks 
a Pahere &e., effected. Advances made oe 4 

rom 10 till 4, on Mondays from 10 till 9, and on Saturdays 
Oiod honte iroa "from 10 till 2 o'clock, : 
hlet containing full particulars may be obtained gratis, 

nee or sent post freo on application to 


FRANCIS RAVENSCROFT, Manager. 
TO ENQUIRERS INTO SPIRITUALISM, 


NE of the most compact, and well-considered masses of 
O evidence that Spiritualism is truo, is No. £9 of The Spiritualist, price 
4d, or 44d. post free. It is a number compiled specially for the information 
of onquirers, and will give them a very large amount of information at a 
eheap rate. This number of The Spiritualist is of special value for sale at 
the doors at public meetings connocted with Spiritualism, so eopies should 
be kopt on hand by psychological socictics in all parts of tho United King. 
dom, London: E. W., Allen, 11, Ave Maria-lane, E.C. 


I E MESSAGER, a fortnightly Journal, published on 
the Ist and 15th of evory month, at 36, Rue de la Cathédrale, Liège, 
Belgium. Price 2d., or 5 francs yearly. 


EVUE SPIRITE, Journal d'études psychologiques, 

fondé par Allan Kardec, appears on the Ist of every month. Prica, 
1 franc. Published by tho Societe Anonyme, 7, Rue de Lille, Paris. Post 
Office orders payable to M. Leymarie, 


THE LIVERPOOL PSYCHOLOGICAL SOCIETY. 


OFFICE-BEARERS FOR 1874, 

President.—James Wason, Esq, Vice- President.—~Mr. John Lamont, 
Secretary. —Mr. Edward lopo, 74, Russell-street, Liverpool, 
Treasurer —Mr. Chatham. Libraritan.—Mr. H J. Charlton. 
Committee of Management,—Mr. Archibald Lamont, Mr, William Meredith, 

Mr. G. Wharmby, Mr. Dinsdale, Mr. R. Casson, Mr. D. Guy, Mr. T, B. 
Griffin, Mr. Riecc, Mr. Davis, Mr. Knox, Mr. Garland, Mr. Dean, Mrs. 
Dinsdale, Mrs. Casson, Mrs. Guy, 
Trustees.—Myr. Joseph Shephord, Mr, John Lamont, Mr. J. Chapman. 
Auditors.—My, Bretherton, Mr. H. J. Charlton, 


PPPoE object of this Association is the discovery of truth 


in connection with Psychology. 

The Society seeks to attain its object by the following measures, or such 
of them as from time to time are found to be practicable. 

1.—By frequent mectings of its members for conference, inquiry, instruc- 
tion, mental improvement, spiritual culture, social intercourse, and healthful 
recreation. i 

2.—By engaging in the education of children and others, 
of developing their physical, mental, and spiritual powers. 

3.—By tho dissemination of knowledge by means of public instruction, 
lectures, reading-rooms, the press, and spirit communion. 

January 9th, 1874, 


ARTHUR MALTBY, 
TAILOR AND HABIT MAKER, 


for the purpose 


8, HANOVER PLACE, PARK ROAD, REGENT'S PARK, 
` Established 1883, 


Orders executed on the shortest notice. Workmanship and Fit guaranteed, 
LIBERAL DISCOUNT FOR CASH, 
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THE MANCHESTER ASSOCIATION OF 
SPIRITUALISTS., 


MEETING of the active membcrs and friends of this 


Association was held on Sunday, the 26th day of October, 1873, to 
take into consideration the best means to adopt for the consolidation of the 
society. A provisional committes was appoiuted, from which a sub-com- 
mittee was chosen, to draw up a prospectus, 


The Objects of this Association are:— 

1, Mutual aid on the part of its members in the discovery of all truth 
relating to man’s spiritual nature, capacities, duties, welfare, destiny, its 
application to a regenerate lifc, also to assist enquirers in the investigation 
of the facts of Spiritualism. 

2. To spread a knowledge of the truths connected with the facts, chicfiy 
the truth of the reality of a future state of progressivo cxisteuce for all. 

As soon as a sufficient number of members is enrolled, a meeting will bo 
called, at which a permauent committee will be clected for the management 
of the society. 

The provisional committee earnestly solicit the co-operation of all who 
desiro tho spread of the true and onnobling principles of Spiritualism. 

The public meetings of this association are held, pro iem., at the Tem- 
perance Hall, Grosvenor-street, every Sunday afternoon, at 2.80, except 
when other arrangemonts are mado, of which due notice will be given. 

RICHARD FITTON, Secretary pro ten. 


ALSTON ASSOCIATION OF ENQUIRERS INTO 
SPIRITUALISM. (Established 1870.) Rooms, 74, Navaring-road, 
Dalston, E. Séances on Thursday evenings. Library for use of members. 
Subscriptions :—Ordinary, 8s. quarterly; 5s. half-ycarly; 10s. annual. 
Honorary, 5s. quarterly ; Life Membership, by donation of £2 2s. Prospeztus 
and Rules on application to the Secretary. 
ALFRED E. LOVELL, President. 
A.M. GREENE, Won. Secretary. 


AST LONDON SPIRITUAL MEETINGS. — LEC- 
TURES giviug information about Spiritualism are delivered evcry 
Wednesday evening at 8.30 p.m., at Mr. Cogman’s Lecture Rooms, 15, St. 
Peter's-road, Milc-end. Iuspirational addresses every Sunday evening, at 
Seven o'clock. Admission Free. Supported by voluntary contributions. 


O THE READERS OF “THE MEDIUM.” Answer 

to William Howitt's Letter on the BRITISH NATIONAL’ ASSOCIATION 
OF SPIRITUALIATS. By ALGERNON Joy (“Tota.”) Published by B. W 
Allen, Ave Maria-lane. Price One Penny. 


NIMAL MAGNETISM AND MAGNETIC LUCID 
SOMNAMRULISM, with Observatious and Illustrative Instances of 

_ Analagous Phenomena occurring spontaneously, by Edwin Lec, M.D., cte. 
er. 8vo, cloth now, published at 7s. 6d, Longmans, 1866, Offered for a short 
time at 8s. 6d, by Henry Kimpton, 82, High Holborn, London. Other 
books on kindred subjects in stock. 


Recently published, in Crown 8vo. price 23. 
YMNS OF MODERN MAN. By Thomas Herbert 
Noyes, jun, B.A. of Christ's Church, Oxford. Author of “An 


Idyll of the world,” and “Lyrics and Bucolics,” &, London: Longmans, 
Green, and Co., Paternoster-row. 


Just Published, Folio, price 3s. 61., First Series. 


AC-SIMILES of DRAWING of the SPIRIT-LIFE 
and PROGRESS, by s Girl 12 years of age, under Spirit Influence. 
Edited, with an introduction, by J. M. GuLvy, M.D., London. 
E. W. Allen, 11, Aye Maria-lanc. 


Just published, price 2s. 
CURATIVE MESMERISM, 


BY 
PROFESSOR ADOLPHE DIDIER. 


To be had from the AUTHOR, 10, Berkeley-gardens, Campden-hill, or from 
BAILLIERE & C0., Kiug William-strect, Strand. 


Crown 8vo. 8s, 6d., or with gilt edges 4s. 


THE ANGELS. 
CONTENTS, 
_ 1—What ate Angels ? I1.—The Origin of Angels, I1I.—Seorship, IV.— 
The Tntermediato State. V.—Will the natural body rise? VI.— What do the 
Angels do? (1). For men on earth; (2) For spirits inthe world of spirits ; 
(3) In Heaven. P 
Jamies Speirs, 36, Bloomsbury-street, London. 


SPIRITUALISM 
FROM A NEUTRAL STAND-POINT. 


A RESUME or EVIDENCE—pro and con. 
BY H. VENMAN, 
Post-free for 18 Stamps. 
INGLE & Co., 20, Pimlico-road, London, S.W. 


Q PIRITUALISM AND REFORM. ‘The Banner of Light” 


Newspaper. An Exponent of the Spiritual Philosophy of the Nine- 
teenth Century. Issued every maturday, by Colby and Rich, No. 9, 
Montgomery-place, Boston, Mass. U.S. Zerms of Subscription in advance:— 
Per Year, 3,00 dollars. Six Months, 1,50 dollars. Torce Months, 75 cents. 
, O.& BR. keep for sale at their Bookstore all Spiritual, Progressive and 
Reformatory Publications. Catalogues sent freé. 


TRUBNER AND CO.’S PUBLICATIONS. 


THE HONEYMOON. Remembrance ofa Bridal Tour through Scotland. 
By the Count de Medina Pomar. Now ready. In two vols, Crown 8yo 


Price 21s. 
MR, ROBERT DALE OWEN’S WORKS, : 
FOOTFALLS ON THE BOUNDARY OF ANOTHER WORLD. With 
Narrative Tlustrations. An enlarged English Copyright Edition. 
Post Svo., p.p. 412, cloth, 7s, 6d. 
THE DEBATABLE LAND BETWEEN THIS WORLD AND THE 
NEXT. With Illustrative Narrations. Crown Svo., pp. 456, cloth, 0s. 
THREADING MY WAY: Tweuty-Sevon Years of Autobiography. Crown 
Svo., pp, 344, cloth, 7s. 6d. ; 
“ A very pleasant little book.”—Saturday Review, 


THE CREED OF CHRISTENDOM its Fouudations contrasted with its 
Superstructure By W. R. Greg. Third Edition, With a new Intro- 
duction. Two Vols., crown Svo, pp. 272 and 290, cloth, 15s. 

ENIGMAS OF LIFE. By W. R. Greg. Sixth Edition, crown Svo., pp. xxi— 
308, cloth, 10s, 6d. 

Contents:—Realizable Ideals—Malthus Notwithstanding—Non-Survival 
of tho Fittest—Limits and Directions of Human Development—The Sig 
nificance of Life—De Profundis—Elsewhere —Appendix. 

THE DESTINY OF MAN, The Storm King, avd other Poems, 
Frederick Griffin. Fcap. 8vo., pp. vi. and 90, cloth, 2s, 6d. 


London: TRUBNER & C0., 57 and 59, Ludgate-hill. 


MARYLEBONE ASSOCIATION OF ENQUIRERS 
INTO SPIRITUALISM. 
6, BLANDFORD-STREET, BAKER-STREET, W. 


By 


The following discussions will be held at these Rooms as follows :— 

Wednesday, Ort. 14th.—* Is it expedient to retain the prescut fashion of 
English spelling?” Opened by Mr. Bull. 

Wednesday, Oct, 21si.—“ Cremation.” Opened by Mr. Paul. 

Wednesday, Oct. 28th—'* Ts everlasting punishment taught in the New 
Testament?” Opened by Mr. Hunt, 

Wednesday, Nov. 4th.—" Capital punishment.” Opened by Mr, Moore, 

Admission 2d, Commence at $ o'clock. 
C.J, Hunt, Secretary. 


GOSWELL HALL. 


Ms. BULLOCK (TRANCE SPEAKER) will LECTURE 
-8. on SUNDAY EVENINGS (commencing on the 27th of September), 
at GOSWELL BALL, 86, Goswell-road, E O. ` 

Lectures on the following Subjects will be given by MRS. BULLOCK, 
under the Influence of hor Spirit-guides: ~ 

October 4th. “Death Destroyed; or, Man’s Eternal Career proved by 
Modern Spiritualism.” 

October 11th.—' Nature, and the Lawa of Nature; the Lesson of Life.” 

October 18th.—‘“ Tho esgence of the Spiritof God.” 

October 25th.—“ The Unity of Spiritual Truths,” 

November 1st.—“ Tho Celestial Heaven.” 

After this Courso subjects for Lectwros may be -seleeted by tho 
Audience. Doors open at 630, service at 7. Investigators and others, 
desiring information, may communicate with Mr. JOHN W. HAXBY, 8, 
Sandall-road, Camden Town, N.W. 


Published on the First of each Month. Price Twopence. 


THE CHRISTIAN SPIRITUALIST, 
EDITED BY GEORGE SEXTON, M.A., L.L,D. 
Honorary and corresponding Fellow of the Royal Italian Academy of Science, dc 
Each number contains inter alia— 


An Oration, by the Editor, Original Articles on some Phase of Spiritual- 
ism. Leaves from the Editor’s Note Book. Reports of Lectures, Meetings, 
Seances. Reviews of New Books and Publications, Spiritual News, Poctry, 
Correspondence, &e. 


Published by F. Arnold, 86, Meet-street, London, E.O, 


New and Cheaper Edition, thoroughly revised, iu One Volume, Demy Svo., 


pp. 780, price 7s. 6d. 

MANUEL SWEDENBORG: HIS LIFE AND 
WRITING By WILLIAM WHITE. Wherein the History, the 

Doctrines and the other-world Experiences of the Great Swede are con- 

cisely and faithfully sot forth also the singular Origin and Condition of the 

Swedenborgian Sect. The yolume is illustrated with Four to el Engrav- 

ings, by C. H, Jenns—. Jesper Svenberg, Bishop of Skara. TT. Emmanuel 

Swedenborg, aged 46. IIL. Swedenborg’s House, Stockholm. IV. Swedeni 

borg, aged 80. 

London: Simpkin, Marshall and Co. 


TO SPIRITUALISTS, BOOKSELLERS, AND NEWSAGENTS. 


C. ASTON, WHOLESALE AND RETAIL BOOK- 
e SELLER, STATIONER. AND PUBLISHER, Agent for the Sale 
of The Spirituatist, 39. Smallbrook-street, Birmingham, supplies the Town 
and Country Trade, on London Terms, with Periodicals, Stationery, and all 
Goods connected with the Trado. The largest Stock of Periodicals, ÈC, 
out London. Agencies acecpted for any Publications, 
, Esteblished 1842. 


HENRY B. BUSH, 
(From Hunt and Marsland’s) 

PRACTICAL BOOKBINDER, STATIONER, BOOKSELLER. LETTER- 
PRESS, COPPER-PLATE, AND LITHOGRAPHIC PRINTER, 
ENGRAVER, &c. 

14, HIGH-STREET, BOW (FACING THE CHURCH). 
Newspapersand Periodicals supplied. Agent for The Spiritualist Newspaper, 


be Spiritualist Betuspaper, 


A Record off the Progress of the Sriqnes and Ethie off Spinitualisa, 


VOLUME FIVE. 


NUMBER FIFTEEN. 


LONDON, FRIDAY, OCTOBER Qth, 1874. 


The Spiritualist Hewspaper. 


ESTABLISHED IN 1869. 


TARGE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS :—Three shillings 


and sixpence for tho first fifty words or portion of fifty words, and 
sixpenco for overy ten words in addition, Ten initial letters or figures 
count as one word. Displayed Advortisemonts Five Shillings por inch, 
Reduced terms for extended periods. 

The Spiritualist is a very good medium for advertisements, because it 
circulates largely among those whom advertisers desire to reach, and an 
advertiscment is not lost to view amid a mass of others. Morcover, tha 
paper is uot usually torn up when read, but preserved for biuding. 

CORRESPONDENCE.—UCorrespondents who writo letters consisting of per- 
sonal opinions, for publication, are requested not to make them more 
than a third of a column long. Letters containing important news or im- 
portant facts may be louger sometimes. 

All communications for the Advertisiug Depariment of this newspaper, 
to be addressed to Mr. T. Blyton, 11, Ave Maria Lane, London, E.C.; and 
orders intended for the Friday’s issue should reach the office not later 
than by the first post on the previous Wednesday morning. All 
orders for papers, and letters for the Publishing Department should bo 
directed to Mr. E. W. Allen, at the same address; and all communications 
for the Literary Department should bo addressed to the Editor. 

Subscriptions:—No notice is taken of orders received for papers unac- 
companied by a remittance, The Spiritualist will be posted for one year 
toany address withiu the United Kingdom on receipt of the annual sub- 
scription of 10s. 10d. 

London: E. W, Allen, 11, Ave Maria-lane, E.C. 


Any delay or irregularity in the supply of “ The Spiritualist” in 
London or in the provinces is the fault of the local newsvendor or his 
City agent. Our publisher, Mr. E. W. Alien, 11, Ave Maria-lane, 
E.C., should always be informed of such impediments and irregulari- 
ties, and copies can then be ordered af him by post, direct. 


SUBSCRIBERS IN FOREIGN COUNTRIES, 
The Spiritualist may be ordered through the following dealors in Spiritual 


poriodicals:— 
UNITED STATES, 

Rochester, N, Y.—D. M. Dewey, Arcade Hall. 

Denver, Colorado.—S. A. Grant aud Co., 333, Lorimer-street. 

New Orleans.—George Ellis, 7, Old Levee-street. 

San Trancisco.—Herman Snow, 319, Kearney-street. 

St. Louis.— Warren, Chase and Co., 614, North Fifth-streot. 

Philadelphia,—D. S. Cadwallader, 241, North Eleventh Strect. 

Washington,—Richard Roberts, 1026, Seventh Street, 

AUSTRALIA. 

Melbourne.—W. H. Torry, 96, Russell-street. 

Mr. B. Needham, bookseller, &c., 154, Bourke-street. 
Mr H. G. Wynne, bookseller, &c., 149, Swanston-street. 
+ Mr. F. W. Needham, booksellor, 175, Elizabeth-street. 

Carlton.—Mr. R. C. Thornton, 19, Queensberry-street, 

Emerald Hill.—Mr. ©. A. Durham, news agent, &c., 118, Clarendon-street 

Fitzroy. —Mrs. Campboll, news agent, 78, Gertrude-street. 

ay Mrs. Woodruff, news agont, 74, Bruaswick-street. 

Richmond.—Mr. J. Cary, news agent, Bridge-road. 

Sandridgo.—J. T. Scholes, news agent, Bay-street. 

Castlemaino,—IT. Bamford, Bull-street. 

Sandhurst.—J. Williams, 228, High-streot. 

Stawell.—M. Thornfeldt, Main-street. 

Taradalo.—J.'T. Riley, Iligh-streot. 

Or The Spiritualist may be had by post direct from the London publisher, 
Mr. E. W. Allen, 11, Ave Maria-lano, St, Paul’s-churchyard, by remitting 
to him the amount for the next fifty-two numbers, with postage. To 
America, Australia, and New Zealand the postage for each number is ono 
penny, thus the total cost of fifty-two numbers is 13s., which may be 
remitted by Post Office Order. The cost of a Post Office Order for sums 
loss than £2 between most of the Euglish-spcaking counirics on the globe, 
and London, is one shilling. 


WNSPIRATIONAL LECTURES BY Mh, J. J. MORSE 


(Trance Medium). 


Opinions of the Press, 


u Tho address given through tho lips of Mr. Morse was of a very philoso- 
phical and high-class character.” —Spiritualist. 

“The address quite rivetod the attention of the audienco.”—Hasibourne 
Chronicle. 

“Ha spoke for nearly an hour-and-a-half. Not æ hitch occurred. The 
address was more or less argumentative throughout, in parts it was really 
eloquent "— Brighton Guardian. 2 

Mr. Morse will sail for America on Thursday, October 15th, per steam-ship 
Celtic, White Star Line. Ho can roceive no moro engagements prior to 
his departure, his time being fully engaged. 

All letters should be addressed to his private residence, Warwick Cottage, 
Old Ford, Bow, E. 


SPIRIT TEACHINGS,* 
No. XVII. 


[I made no rejoinder to what was last said, but I 
thought over it, and was preparing to say somewhat, 
when I was imperiously stopped. The hand dashed off 
with violent speed, and the communication following was 
written without pause in an incredibly short space of 
time. So vehement was the effort that I was in a state of 
semi-trance until it was complete. | 

Stay! stay! stay! Attempt not now to argue, but 
learn yet again of the truth. You are impatient, and 
it isin your mind to say foolish things. What matters 
it to you if what we say contradicts that which others 
have believed? Why shrink back at that? Does not 
all faith firmly grasped contradict some other faith? Nay, 
does not each faith contain within itself elements of con- 
tradiction? If you know not so much as that, then are 
you not fit to go forward. From those old creeds and 
faiths, venerable in their antiquity, but crude too 
frequently in development, men have derived com- 
fort. They have found their utterances convenient and 
suitable for them. They have derived from them a 
satisfaction which they do not bring to you. Why? 
Because your spirit has outgrown those old, and to you 
lifeless, utterances. They benefit you not. They are 
powerless to stir your soul. They have no voice for 
your spirit: no remedy for your wants. They are but 
faint and far-off echoes of what to some was a living 
voice, but which to you is cold and meaningless. 

Why, then, perplex yourself at that ? Why linger, 
striving in vain to extract a meaning from that which 
to you has none? Why turn a deaf ear to the living 
yoice which cries to your soul from the land beyond in 
accents which are living, burning, true? Why refuse 
to listen when the voice speaks of the true, the spiritual, 
the noble, of all that is real and actual in place of the 
dying or the dead? Why, for a fancy—from reverence 
for a lifeless past—cut yourself off from the living pre~ 
sent, from the communion of spirits, from the society 
of those who can tell you noble truths of God and of 
your destiny ? 

Surely this is but madness, only the influence of 
spirits who would gladly hold back the soul and drag 
it down to earth. Were our revelation a blank con- 


* In The Spiritualist of August 15th, 1878, an account was printed of 
some remarkable seances hold at the house of Mr, Stanhope T. Speer, M.D., 
Douglas-house, Alexandra-road, St. John's-wood, through the modiumship 
of a gentleman in private life who does not wish his name to be published, 
It will be remembered that most of the spirits gavo their names and proved 
theiridentity ; also that the extracts they gave from their writings were found, 
after laborious search in the British Museum Library and elsewhere, to be 
truo. Hence thero is evidence that spirits can give teachings through this 
medium free, to a largo extont, at all ovents, from colour from his own 
thoughts; consoquently the “spirit teachings” printed above, obtained 
through his meédiumship, may be assumed to be to a considerable extont 
reliable. It is proper to stats that these communications are selected in 
chronological order froma mass which has beon given continuously for the 
past six months. Many of the originals are of such a personal naturo that 
they are necessarily omitted, otherwise no change is made. The commu- 
nicating spirits are many; each gives his name and detai's of his earth-lifo 
very fully. These facts, in all cases unknown to the medium previously, 
have been invariably found to be correct in every particular, The hand- 
writing peculiar to tho communicating intelligence is always preserved, 
and the fedividuality remains throughout the samo.—_ED. 
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tradiction of the old, what is that to you? Ours 
speaks in living accents to your spirit; you know it; 
you drink it in, and find it to be a blessed influence. 
The old is dead to you. Why linger round the lifeless 
form? Why embraco the mouldering corpse which 
was once a living being instinct with Divine truth ? 

Your sacrod records tell you how, at the sepulchre 
of Jesus, the augel message to the sorrowing friends 
was one of aspiration. ‘ Why seek ye the living among 
the dead? He is not here, He is risen.” So, friend, 
we say to you. Why linger in the dead past, the 
sepulchre of buried truth, seeking, in fruitless sorrow, 
for that which is no longer there? It is not there, 
it is risen. It has left the body of dogmatic teaching 
which once for a restless age enshrined Divine truth. 
There remains but the dead casket. The jewel is gone. 
The spirit has risen, and lo! we proclaim to you 
sublime truth, a nobler crecd, and a Diviner God. 

The voice which in ages past has sounded in the ears 
of those to whom has been entrusted the Divine mission 
on their earth and to their generation, reaches even to 
this age and to you. It has ever been so. God deais 
now in no other sort than he has ever dealt with men. 
He calls them up to fuller light, to higher truth. It is 
theirs to accept or to reject the heavenly message. 
Probably it has been to each aspiring soul a difficulty 
that the past, the familiar, the vencrable faith has 
charms from which it is hard to sever. In the first 
blush of perplexity it seems to the bewildered spirit 
that all must go that is old and cherished, and the new 
and untried must be accepted. It seems to be a death; 
and man shrinks from death. Yes; but it is a death 
unto life. It is a passage through the tomb to a land 
of life and hope. Even as the spirit soars in freedom 
from the body of death from which if has been eman- 
cipated, so does the enfranchised spirit, set free from 
the trammels of the past, soar aloft in liberty, the 
liberty of the truth, which, Jesus said, alone can make 
man free. You know it not now; but you shalt know 
it hereafter. 

This, then, is our cry to you. Why turn your face 
to the dead past, when the living present and the 
bright future attract, and promise rich store of bless- 
ing ? Were we in our mission the absolute contradic- 
tion of the old, what is that to you? The old words 
are spiritless, and you cannot infuse into them again 
the spirit that is gone. Leave them to those for whom 
they still have a voice and a meaning, and follow with 
unfaltering step the impulses of the Divine Spirit which 
lures yon on to higher views of truth. Quit the dead 
past, though it be to journey through a new present to 
an unknown future. 

But, friend, it is not so. The past casts a glamour 
over you, and you share the common idea that the new 
must utterly destroy the old. Did Jesus so say? Did 
He counsel the abolition of the Mosaic teaching? Yet, 
as we have before said, our teaching is no more startling 
development as compared with His than was His as 
compared with Moses. ‘That which we present for 
your acceptance is the complement rather than the 
contradiction of the old; the growth to a fuller stature ; 
the development of a wider knowledge. 

If you meditate deeply on the state of the world 
when Jesus proclaimed to it His reformed faith, you 
will see many points of similarity to that which now 
obtains among men. It is not, we reiterate, more 
startling to read the gospel which we preach alongside 
of that which passes current among men for religion 


than it was to put the gospel of Jesus in juxtaposition 
to the ritual of Pharisaism, or the sceptical indifferent- 
ism of Sadducee. The world then needed a new re- 
velation, even as it docs now; and that which it re- 
ceived was not less startling than is this to those who 
love the old and desire not to be stirred from the paths 
to which they are accustomed. 

In those days, even as now, the revelation of God, 
which had been adapted to the special wants of a 
special people, had been overlaid with rubbish, until it 
had become a mass of ritual without a meaning and 
Without life. For many long years the voice of God 
had not been heard, and man had begun to crave, as 
he eraves now, for a renewal of the Divine message. 
The oid had become dead, and he sought for a new and 
living voice. It came to him—this Divine utterance— 
in the voice of Jesus; from a source the most unlikely, 
as men think; from a quarter least calculated to eom- 
mand the respect of the educated Pharisee, or to carry 
conviction to the scoffing Sadducee. Yet that voice 
prevailed, and for 1800 years has animated the religions 
life of Christendom. The creed so originated has be- 
come debased, but the spirit of the Crucified is in it 
even now ; and it needs but the vivifying touch to call 
it forth into new life. The old rags with which man 
has thought to clothe it may readily be thrown aside, 
and the truth shine all the brighter for their loss. 

The source from which our revelation comes is not 
more strange than was the source of that power wielded 
by Him who was to His generation the despised carpenter 
of Nazarcth. Men sneered at Him in the plenitude of 
their scorn; even as they have sneered at everything 
new; even as they sueer at us. They were ready to 
stare at His marvels; they would follow Him in hosts 
to marvel at the physical miracles which were wrought 
through Him ; but they were not sufficiently spiritual 
to drink in His teachings. They aro ready now to 
wonder at us and our mighty works, even as they 
wondered then. Even as then they sought for yet further 
and further tests—‘‘Come down from the cross, and we 
will believe on thee ’’—so now there is even one more 
test which is necessary to ensure complete conviction. 
They called Him a deceiver, even as they ery out now. 
They hooted Him out of their society; they drove Him 
out of their midst, and they strove by their laws and by 
their infiuence to crush out the new doctrine from their 
land. New it was indecd, but the truth that it 
enshrined was old, old as the God who gave it, only 
new in form. Ours is new now, but the time shall 
come when men shall sce that it is but the risen truth 
of ages past, rejuvenescent and eternal. 

The Divine truth which we proclaim is not more 
strange to you than was the message of Jesus to His 
age—the age that sneeringly asked whether any 
educated person of position and respectability any of 
the Pharisces or the rulers”— had believed on him. 
Both were progressive developments of the same con- 
tinuous stream of truth, suited to the wants and 
cravings of those to whom they were vouchsafed. 
Meditate on tho mental eondition of Nicodemus, and 
contrast it with that of many such in your own day. 
Aud be assured that the same power which availed to 
stir the dead faith of the Jew, and to reveal his God 
more Clearly, is still able to infuse new life into the well- 
nigh lifeless body of Christian faith, and to restore it to 
energy and vitality. 

May the All-wise guide bless and keep you. 

+ IL K. D. 
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NOTES ON CHURCH OF ENGLAND DOCTRINES,* 
No. F. 
BY ANONYMOUS CRITICS, 

We will ask you now to lay aside for a time your 
preconeeived ideas and religious views, and to consider 
dispassionately what we have to tell you respecting the 
origin of sin, and the purpose whieh it appears to us to 
fulfil in the economy of God's beneficent laws. 

We have shown you, as clearly as we have the power 
to do, that the teaching of your Chureh on the subject 
is irreeoneilable with reason, and wholly inconsistent 
with the love and justice of the Creator. 

We will now try to eonvey to you some adequate 

eonception of our views; they are, indeed, widely diver- 
gent from the teachings of the Christian Chureh, and 
they lack the authority of any recognised revelation. 
We hope, however, that they will commend themselves 
to your judgment as being natural, reasonable, and 
just. 
i It would be difficult for you with your present civi- 
lization to realise how barbarous and little human were 
the forefathers of your raee. They were removed above 
the animal world solely by inherent—albeit, for the 
most part, dormant—faeulties, which the latter did not 
possess, Chicf among these was the gift of speech. 

Man, nevertheless, was Divine, for God had breathed 
into him the spiritual essence of His own eternal being, 
and endowed him with a capaeity of moral and spiritual 
development. To these were added an intuitive per- 
ception of the existence of a Supreme Being, and of a 
future and higher existence. He was plaeed in a world 
beautiful beyond expression, fertile and grateful for the 
toil that ho bestowed upon it, blessed indeed, by no 
means accursed, for his sake, 

This home he was to inhabit for a short space of 
time, that he might there take his first lessons in tho 
true knowledge of good and evil. 

These wore prepared for him by the passions and 
wants of his nature, which were imperious and in- 
satiable, but whieh, in progress of time, he would learn 
by sad experience, must be subjeeted to restraint. To 
this end his world and his own moral and physical 
nature were subjected to laws infinitely wise, just, and 
comprehensive, and men destined to become, some day, 
ministers and angels of God, are learning in this rough 
school that misery must inevitably follow the disregard 
of these immutable laws. 

Such an amount of personal “ free will” as they 
could bear, and as was good for them, did they receive, 
but the Father’s love was ever ovcr ‘them, to guide, 
warn, or restrain. 

He has ever and anon raised up among them gifted 
and holy men, who by their example and the legacy of 
wise preeepts have controlled and elevated their fellows. 
To others have been given high spiritual knowledge and 
pereeption of truth, and sueh men have been the 
founders of “religions.” 

Christians are too mueh in the habit of commenting 
on all religions other than their own in terms of pity 
or reprobation, forgetting in their zeal that, although 
they may havo good grounds for preferring the Divine 
calm and holiness of Christ’s teaching to all others, yet 
that God is the author of all religions. 

From Him and Him alone is derived the relative 
moral superiority of one man over his fellows, which 
alone can give birth to a religion. 


* Given through the mediumship of a gentleman who does not wish his 
namo to be published, —ED, 


Thus in truth it becomes a Divine revelation, espe- 
cially suited to the people among whom it is promul- 
gated, and to the Divine purposes it is intended to 
forward. 

Why weary your minds in seeking for the source of 
“original sin.” A moment’s refleetion will tell you 
that all that is not perfection must partake more or 
less of the nature of evil. There is but one good, that 
is God, and all that is not God must necessarily be 
tainted with imperfection. 

You, however, belie and dishonour the nature whieh 
God has given you by pronouneing it to be altogether 
evil and abominable. Man derives his ;being from a 
Divine source, and in his nature is implanted a tendency 
to righteousness in preferenee to evil. Does not your 
own experience prove to you that no man can be wholly 
bad, and that the worst natures are able to appreciate 
and to admire purity in others ? 

Your sins are often—we may say generally—the 
result of eircumstanees. We tell you that you are very 
low in the scale of ereation, and your ignorance of 
spiritual and even of worldly matters is aggravated by 
the requirements of your animal nature. Why wonder 
that you are slow to learn that sclf-restraint and 
obedience aro essential to happiness, and must be 
acquired, ere you can be fit to enjoy a higher state 
of existence, 

To make men righteous by an exercise of Almighty 
power, would seem to form no part of the plan of the 
Creator ;—had it so pleased Him, it was in His power, 
but where then would have been their experience ? 
ra could they appreciate good who have never known 
evil? 

Do not conceive that in what we have written above, 
we would in any way deny that the world is groaning 
under the weight of sin, but we wish you to realise that 
although wisdom and righteousness have a weary task 
to perform, ere they establish their dominion over the 
earth, yet that it is not a hopeless one, seeing that they 
have a secret ally in the hearts of every one of you. 

We wish you to form a rational eoneeption of the 
sources of evil, and the purposes for which it is 
permitted, and thus to persuade you that the existence 
of a devil, a king of evil, is a bascless product of the 
human imagination. We will not here enlarge upon 
this subject, for it is one that will require. separato 
consideration. 


SPIRITUAL LECTURES IN Guascow.—Dr. Sexton was in 
Glasgow on Sunday last, and delivered a discourse on “ Spiritual 
Philosophy versus Materialistic Science, with especial refer- 
ence to the address of Professor Tyndall.” The Trades’ Hall 
was engaged for the occasion, and a very large audience assem- 
bled; all the listeners appeared to like the oration, which was 
of two hours’ {duration, As it was Sunday evening the pro~ 
ceedings took the form of a regular religious service. 


Forren SPIRITUAL Lirerarone.—Mr. William Oxley’s 
description of a seance with Katie King, and Mr. Noyes’ letter 
to the Archbishop of Canterbury, have been reprinted from 
The Spiritualist in the Progressive Spiritualist, Australia. 
One of Mr, Thornton's descriptions of a divining rod seance 
has been published in the Religio-Philosophical Journal, 
Chicago, U.S., and the poem on M. Buguet’s spirit photo- 
graphs has been quoted from The Spiritualist in the Banner 
of Light, Boston, U.S. Psychische Studien (Leipzig) has re- 
published from these pages articles by Mr. Crookes and Prince 
Wittgenstein about seances with Miss Cook, Mr. Webster 
Glynes’ account of the seance at Buckingham Palace Hotel, 
our descriptions of seances with Miss Showers at the house of 
Mrs. Makdougall Gregory, and Mr. H, G. Atkinson’s account 
of the position assumed by the late Dr. Hunt, president of the 
Anthropological Society, in relation to Spiritualism, 


172 


THE SPIRITUALIST. 


Oot. 9, 1874. 


MR. BRADLAUGH, THE BISHOP OF LINCOLN, AND 
THE SPIRITS. 


Mr. Henry Merson, of Manchester, who is not a pirit- 
alist, but says that he knows from practical experience that 
there are plenty of spirits about, and most of them evil ones, 
has sent ug a pamphlet full of correspondence, showing how 
he undertook the tough task of converting Mr. Bradlaugh to 
his opinions. Some of Mr. Bradlaugh’s replies in the Na- 
tional Reformer are characteristic :— 


Henry Meeson—While thanking you for your earnest 
letter, we fail to see how we are to distinguish between what 
you deseribe as the delusions “ plentiful as blackberries, in 
lunatic asylums,” and the special communications made to 
you day by day by spirits, (June 28th.) 

H. Meeson—How are we to be assured that the revelation 
you urge on us is not your delusion? Swedenborg, Johanna 
Southeott, and Irving were as sincere as you. How are we to 
distinguish between your statement and that of Joseph Smith, 
the Mormon leader? On all but one point you write sanely 
enough ; but so do many who are adjudged lunatics. Youare 
not the only one submitting to us similar special communica- 
tions; to be effective, they should be direct. (July 5th.) 

H. Meeson, drawing our attention to the plant exhibited at 
the British Association by Dr. Hooker, which captured and 
digested flies, other insects, and flesh, asks: ‘Is this the 
result of a congregation of chance atoms, or the result of an 
intelligent power?” Chance is a word without meaning. 
The intelligent power which planned vegetable traps to catch 
ingects, and stew them to death, would hardly be worth 
worshipping. (Aug. 30th.) 

H. Meeson—We cannot trace the designs of infinite love in 
the perch worrying the minnow, the jack mangling the dace, 
the trout fiercely chasing the bleak. You think us unfair, we 
think you misled; you have the advantage of spirits to guide 
you, we have not. (Sept. 6th.) 

H. Meeson—The question is not, does the trout like eating 
bleak, but does the bleak like being eaten? notis God good to 
provide bleak and minnows as food for trout, but is God good 
in providing trout, to chase, worry, mangle, and swallow bleak 
and minnows? You say that the “ Almighty Power” has 
“ provided for the wants of all living things.” Yet some cf all 
animals, not excluding men and women, die starved; some 
birds, hares, and rabbits, wounded by sportsmen, die a linger- 
ing death in their holes; some die horribly from thirst in the 
desert, some from cold in the north, When you ask us 
if we can weigh thought, you ask nonsense. We cau weigh the 
organism without which you have no thought. You cannot 
weigh brightness; you can weigh the bright thing. You can- 
not weigh hardness; you can weigh the hard thing. You 
cannot weigh any characteristic; you can weigh the thing 
characterised. (Bept, 13th.) 


Mr. Meeson has also published the following letter in 
leaflet form :— 


To the Lord Bishop of Lincoln. 


My Lord,—Your remarks yesterday about cremation (Daily 
Telegraph) aro to me, and to the multitude of spirits who 
listened to my reading them, most perfectly absurd. ‘ The 
body exists, a spiritual body, when it leaves the flesh,”—there 
is no resurrection of the mortal body at the last day. 

When you look up into the sky, you look into, and through, 
an immense multitude of spiritual life, which can influence 
enormously the affairs of this earth for good or for evil. 

We are surrounded on the face of the earth by infinite 
millions of evil spirits of various kinds, the great bulk 
idolatrous Christian sinners !—to me they speak ;—they are 
more perfect in the spirit state than in the flesh ; knowing, 
talking, and reasoning on the daily affairs of mankind, 

All our thoughts are known to them, they see mankind as 
they are, not as they seem to be to each other.—Yours, &e., 

Henry Merson. 
185, Radnor-street, Manchester, 6th July, 1874. 


P.8.—I think it should be known, that none of the spirits 
connected with this earth have any conception of the per- 
sonality of a God, but of an infinite power, pervading all 
things, incomprehensible, but ever present. The gpirits them- 
salves are personal individualities. All worshippers of the 
Trinity are idolatrous evil epirits—baptism is the first step in 
idolatry, put on the earth by the evil spirits after Jesus was 
erucified.—Matthew 28, 


KATIE KING IN AMERICA, 


Ma. Roser: Darn Owsrw and others have written 
accounts of some marvellous manifestations they have 
witnessed in America, through the mediumship of Mr. 
and Mrs. Holmes, under strict test conditions, which, in 
this case, were necessary, the mediums not being trust- 
worthy persons. A spirit calling herself “ Katie King” 
manifested, and claimed to be the same Katie King who 
recently made so great a sensation in this country. A 
careful examination of the different statements she makes 
tends to prove that this is not the case, or that the 
difficulties spirits have in communicating through 
mediums tend to destroy nearly all cvidence of their 
own identity. 

The American Katie is reported, in the Religio- 
Philosophical Journal (Chicago) of June 6th, to have 
said to Dr. Childs in Philadelphia, “I think Professor 
Crookes is nonsense. He is an old maid. He has 
plagued my medium badly. Professor Crookes gets all 
the wires, and strings, and lamps, and everything about 
him. Idon’tlike him. He is stupid.” The truth is, 
that Mr. Crookes had his wires and strings about the 
Holmes’s during some of their manifestations in Lon- 
don, and was not pleased with the results, though he, 
probably, knowing the peculiar conditions surrounding 
manifestations would not be disposed to draw hasty 
conclusions. Mr. Crookes did not plague Miss Cook 
badly, but proved himself one of her truest friends. 
Neither is Mr. Crookes an old maid, so far as the Royal 
Society knows. And why do American newspapers, as 
well as spirits, call Mr. Crookes a professor? He is not 
onc. Generally speaking, a professor is a man who 
wears a dress fitting tightly to his skin, and with a 
pand round his head; he turns head over heels on a 
small square piece of carpet at the corners of streets, 
brings three eggs out of a handkerchief, swings balls 
about at the ends of a long rope, and balances knives 
on the end of his nose. The immortal Katie further 
said, “ Professor Crookes is a humbug; he will kill my 
medium if she don’t come away. ‘Write to Mr. Black- 
burn, care of Willie Harrison.” The antagonistic fecl- 
ing of the Holmes’s to Mr. Crookes was fully expressed 
in the utterances of Katie. 

After these things had been published in America, 
Mrs. Conant went into a trance in Boston, and talked 
in the same strain, saying that people were forcing 
Miss Cook to sit too much, using up her vitality, and 
killing her generally, all this revelation professing to 
be a warning from Katie King herself. The truth is 
that Miss Cook wanted to sit more frequently than Mr, 
Crookes or anybody else desired; she oniy had threo 
sittings a fortnight, and towards the close Katie her- 
self, and no mortal, urged her to sit during two or three 
wecks more frequently than Miss Cook desired. No- 
body could have been more careful of her health than her 
parents, Mr, Blackburn, and Mr. Crookes ; the latter was 
a true friend in every way, even to the extent of testify - 
ing publicly to the truth of the very astounding mani- 
festations, which for a man with a high scientific re- 
putation to lose, was a very serious duty to do, 
Spiritualists should be very grateful to him for all he 
has done. 

As a further point in connection with this vexed 
question of spirit identity, it may be mentioned that 
the original Katie communicates on rare occasions, 
though she does not show herself, and she emphati- 
cally denies that she is the spirit who communicated 
with Mr, Dale Owen in Philadelphia. 
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MEN FLOATING IN THE AIR AT SEANCES IN 
LEIGH. 

Tun Leigh Chronicle, of Sept. 26th, contains a long, well- 
written article about Spiritualism in South Lancashire, and 
Bays — 

For seventeen years (next October being the seventeenth 
anniversary) the Spiritualists have had a society of their own 
in Leigh, and have met for singing and investigation without 
let or hindrance, and without seeking to obtrude their 
peculiar doctrines upon their neighbours. They have kept 
together and followed their own inclination, despite some 
petty persecution—not, however, so grossly ridiculous as that 
experienced by their friends in Westhoughton, where notice 
to quit was given to the tenant of a house at which the 
moetings wero held, on the original grounds that the landlord 
would not have ‘‘ boggarts ” brought into his property! The 
Spiritualists in Leigh now form, in numerical strength, a very 
respectable society, the meotings being held in one of the 
cottages at Mount Pleasant, Twist-lane, At one of these 
meetings, held on Sunday evening last, the writer was 
present, without any special invitation for that particular 
evening, 

The ‘ chapel,” in which the small congregation meets, was 
formerly a loom shop for two looms, in size about 12 ft, by 
8ft. Gin. in width. The alterations and fittings were dona, so 
the writer was informed, according to the instructions of a 
spirit calling himself “ John King.” The spirits, who kindly 
acted as consulting architects, ordered the floor to be laid 
eight inches from the ground (a wise sanitary precaution), and 
displayed their puritanical tendencies as regards church archi- 
tecture by proscribing paint and paper, and directing the 
walls and ceilings to be simply whitewashed, and the curtains 
to be either green, blue, or violet-—most sober and economical 
colours. These instructions were carefully followed, and the 
plain whitewashed and green-curtained room was, and is still, 
simply furnished with a few chairs, an old piano or spinet, a 
bench, and an ordinary round table with three legs. Shortly 
before eight o'clock, about twelve or fifteen persons having 
assembled, the meeting was commenced. At the small table 
were seated eight persons, four of whom were subject to 
“ spirit” influence, the other four including a little girl and 
the writer. A hymn, ‘ Sow in the morn thy seed,” was then 
sung to a well-known tune, and during the singing one of the 
mediums violently agitated himself and gradually, so it was 
said, became “ developed.” The light was then subdued by 
the curtain being drawn before it, and the medium, by 
signs, desired his feet to bə tied, signifying that the writer 
was the sceptic for whose benefit this precaution against 
imposition was taken. During the singing of a hymn the table 
became violently agitated, and then danced in unison with the 
time of the singing. These eceentricities on the part of the 
“spirits” were displayed through the medium of the table whilst 
the hands of those sitting around it wereraised, and those of the 
medium under ‘influence ” were simply held over it. The table 
floated from the floor and actually danced to the music and sing- 
ing without any physical assistance from those seated or standing 
around, so far as the writer could judge; and efforts on his 
part to provent the movements of the table, or, to press it 
down with his hand when tilted towards him, were ungue- 
cessful, although, by using his feet at the same moment, it 
was manifest that the legs of the table were cloar from the 
floor, and that the table floated in the air. The sensation 
experienced when trying to press down the fable was precisely 
that felt when unsuccessfully endeavouring to thrust a floating 
body beneath, or to force it deeper into the water. After the 
table had proved to tho faithful the presence of intelligent 
spirits, whose heavenly duties permitted them to unbend their 
thoughts to such trifling acts as a means of communicating 
with mortal men, the party sang the Sunday-school hymn, so 
groat a favourite among the little ones—' Let us gather at 
the river.” The table was again violently sportive, and the 
modium requested a chair to be placed on the top. This was 
done, and whilst the music was played and sung very softly 
the writer was requested to seat himself upon the chair, 
Having at once taken a seat on this elevated position, those 
around the table stood with hands elevatad, and, whilst the 
piano was played, the table and the writer, seated in the chair 
upon it, rose from the floor, and floated upwards several inches 
in spite of the efforts of the medium to drag it to the ground 
by hanging on the chair back, An effort by the writer, who 
was raised within a few inches of the ceiling, to push the 
table downwards by pressing against the ceiling joist was 
equally unsuccessful, and after floating and dancing about in 


the air the table descended apparently of its own accord. The 
medium violently struck the table several times whilst it was 
suspended in the air at. least nino or ten inches from the 
ground, but without moving it in the least by the blows. To 
illustrate the weakness of the will, and to disprove a theory 
based upon the supposed almost supernatural power of the 
mind over inert matter, the company were also asked to will 
that the table should move. Whether or not all present did 
mentally desire a repetition of the table’s previous behaviour 
is of course beyond tho bounds of evidence, but the writer 
certainly willed a ‘big will,” but the table treated his silent 
wishes with contempt, A chair was again placed on the table, 
and when lifted by the medium the table followed it, and the 
two danced in a most eccentric manner to the music played on 
the piano, those around standing with their hands away from 
the table, and beating time with their feet, One of the Spirit- 
ualists—a heavy man of perhaps twelve stone woight—was 
then geated on the chair, and experienced the same honour as 
that granted by the spirits to the writer. The table with its 
human freight floated eight or nine inches from the floor, and 
whilst in the air the medium shook hands with the person 
seated in the chair, and mado another ineffectual attempt to 
weigh the table down by hanging upon the chair back. During 
nearly the whole of the manifestations the company either 
sang or the musical instruments were played. It was then 
suggested that as the mediums were doubtless fatigued, and 
as the room was very close and warm, that it would be best to 
close the sitting. Some verses of the Evening Hymn (by no 
means limited to Spiritualist gatherings), ‘‘ Father, breathe an 
evening blessing,” was accordingly sung, during which those 
in a trance or semi-trance state were restored to conscious- 
ness, and the congregation broke up, the sitting having been, 
so the writer was informed, only an ordinary one, and but very 
average manifestations having been given. 


Mr, Rogert Darre Owren will visit England in the 
spring of next year. 

Mr. SPURGEON ow SprerrvaLism.—The following para- 
graph is from Mr, Spurgeon’s periodical, The Sword and 
Trowel, so-called, perhaps, because he treats his unfriends 
with the sword, and smooths down his supporters with the 
trowel: —‘* We had aforetime considered Spiritualism to be a 
mere humbug, to be best assailed by ridicule, and such we 
still believe if to bein most cases; but Mr. Pridham’s work 
puts a much more serious face upon the business, and certainly 
makes us think that the devil has a good deal more to do with 
it than we imagined.” 

Tue “ PIONEER or Proenuss.”’—In the last number of the 
Pioneer of Progress its editor says:—‘' On Sunday last, Sept. 
27th, Mr. J. J. Morse occupied the platform of the Islington 
Assembly Rooms, Liverpool, afternoon and evening, the chair 
being taken by Mr. John Lamont. In the afternoon, Mr. 
Lamont made reference to the presence amongst them of the 
editor of the Pioneer of Progress, and spoke in commendatory 
terms of that journal, saying, that it had taken the place of a 
leading exponent of the spiritual philosophy in this country. 
He believed it would do much good by the judicious manner 
in which it presented Spiritualism to the public mind, and 
expressed his pleasure at the freedom of its columns from that 
unnecessary personal discussion and abuse which, unfor- 
tunately, too often characterised our other weeklies, He con- 
cluded by urging the friends to support Mr, Farmer in the 
arduous work he was carrying on. Dr, Hitchman then read a 
most pathetic incident of spirit-cure.”’ 

Mr. VENMAN’S PAMPHLET on BPIRITUALISN, —The 
number of London Society published last week says :— The 
pamphlet entitled Spiritualism—the Modern Mystery, is a ro- 
print of two lectures delivered on that subject by Mr. H. 
Venman. The question is really viewed (as it professes to be) 
from a neutral standpoint, and will, therefore, appeal to many 
who neither believe nor disbelieve in the matter treated of. 
Byron said that ‘he was a fool who disbelieved what he could 
not disprove ;’ and with regard to Spiritualism, there is no 
doubt that its strongest opposers find the task of proving its 
untruth more difficult than they imagined it would be. Mr. 
Venman’s pamphlet is worthy of notice, if only from the fact 
that it is neutral. It is refreshing in these days of wordy 
warfare to find one person capable of arguing a point without 
losing his temper or insisting on his view being the only cor- 
rect one. We do not think Mr. Venman is favourably inclined 
towards Spiritualism ; but he brings forward all the arguments 
for as well as against it, and never loses sight of the character 
he claims for himself.” 
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JOCULAR SPIRITS IN WALES. 
To the Editor of the Soutu Wares Dairy News. 


Sir,—I read in your paper of Wednesday an interesting 
account of a seance at -Llanelly, at which some marvellous 
things were done. As every new discovery or manifestation 
contributes to the elucidation of Spiritualism, I hope that the 
facts Iam about to relate will prove useful to the learned pro- 
fessors of the science who devote their time and talents to its 
development. 

Some months ago the disciples of the new science at this 
place were daily engaged in the practice of Spiritualism. Not 
a night passed without a seance, and the manifestations were 
of a most gratifying kind. One evening, however, the party 
were astonished at the name of the spirit that answered to the 
enquiry of the medium. The usual question was put, ‘Is it 
a spirit?” Answer, “ Yes.”—‘ What name?” The raps 
under the table gave distinctly the letters t, r, i, m—Trim. 
Every one was astonished, and the question was repeated. 
The same reply followed, but with greater distinctness than 
before. “Trim, Trim, what a funny name,” was echoed by 
more than one of the company. “ Why,” said one of the 
party, “that was the name of Mr. Taylor’s old dog. I wonder 
if itis his spirit?” “Pat the question,” said another to the 
medium. “ Are you the spirit of aman?” A distinct “No” 
was the reply. ‘Then what are you?” The raps indicated 
the letters d, o, g—Dog. The astonishment of the party was 
indescribable, for it had never before been reported that the 
spirits of departed dogs had ever appeared to the most ac- 
complished medium, 

The party was on the point of breaking up when the medium, 
who is a courageous man, said, ‘Let us go on and see what 
Trim has to say. I knew Trim in his day, and he may have 
an important message to convey to us.? ‘The party assented. 
« Well, Trim,” enquired the medium, ‘‘ How are you?” 
“Happy,” was the reply. “Any fighting now?’ ‘No; 
peace prevails here.’ “ Who killed you?” was the next 
question, to which the spirit of Trim answered, “ My new 
master.’ ‘ Why?” said the medium. “Because he would 
not pay the dog tax.” 

The excitement of the party by this time had been roused 
to such a pitch that, notwithstanding all the coolness of the 
medium, the answers became indistinct and confused, and the 
seance broke up in a condition better imagined than described. 

Perhaps some of your correspondents have witnessed similar 
manifestations from the spirits of dogs or other kinds of dumb 
animals. If they have, they would, by reporting the same, 
confer a favour on many, besides 

Oxu WHO KNEW OLD TRIM IN THE FLESH. 

Hirwain, South Wales, Sept. 30, 1874. 


SPIRITUAL MEETINGS AT GOSWELL HALL. 


Sunpay lectures are given at the Goswell Hall, 86, Goswell- 
road, E.C., by Mrs. Bullock, a tranco-medium. The admis- 
sion is free. Last Sunday evening Mr. John W. Haxby pre- 
sided, 

Mr. Haxby first read a chapter from the Bible, then he 
asked any persons present who knew nothing about Spirit- 
ualism not to condemn it before investigating the matter, for 
thereby they would in ignorance make a great mistake, which 
hereafter they might be glad to repent; thoy should first con- 
sider how much wisdom they had stored up, and then ask 
themselves the question whether they had no room for more. 
They should get the manifestations for themselves, and after 
obtaining them ascertain whether they came from the spirit 
world or not; they might receive communications from rela- 
tives. They should search after spiritual truths while they 
had the opportunity, no matter at what labour, time, or cost, 
and they would discover what a glorious light had dawned 
upon mankind in modern Spiritualism: it shone upon rich 
and poor alike. He had much pleasure in introducing Mrs. 
Bullock to their notice; a spirit would entrance her, and 
through her organism deliver an address on “Death Destroyed, 
or Man’s Eternal Career proved by Modern Spiritualism,” 
unless the spirit did not like the subject and chose another, 

The eyes of Mra. Bullock, who was sitting on a chair on 
the platform, were then closed, and one of her hands rested 
upon her forehead; she sat thus quite still for about four 
minutes, and all the observers were very quiet, Then her 
head fell back and her arms were outstretched before her, 
but shortly afterwards sho sat up, made a few passes with her 
hands over her throat and forehead, and asked Mr, Bullock to 


lower the gas-lights immediately in front of her, and to close 
the door of the hall. A hymn was then sung, after which she 
stood up fally entranced, and uttered a prayer. . 

In the course of the lecture the communicating spirit said 
that he would change the title of it to ‘‘ Tho Fear of Death 
Destroyed.” How wags it possible to destroy Death, who was 
himself the destroyer of all things which have to pass away? 
The flowers pass away in the autumn time, and in like manner 
did man lose his external form, but’ the spirit within was the 
real man; it never died, it only passed through a series of 
changes. Spiritualism demonstrated that there was no death 
for the spirit, which survived the death of the body, carrying 
its affections and intellect unchanged to another sphere 
of existence. Men feared death, because they had been taught 
that there was a bourne beyond the grave from which no 
traveller ever returned, and they dreaded the unknown future, 
but the demonstrations of Spiritualism entirely dissipated such 
errors, consequently took away all fear of death. The spirit 
continued :—We now return to testify that there is no death. 
When a mother is lying upon her dying bed, leaving her darling 
child who she knows will be unprotected materially in this life, 
she says :— Dearest I must leave you, I know that Iam going 
to die.” It seems to tear the heart-strings of the mother’s 
bosom to part from her child, and nearly all the terror and 
trouble are caused by her knowing nothing of tho life beyond. 
The child yearns for her departed mother, and gazing at the 
cold form cries in anguish, ‘‘ Mother dear, speak to me only 
one word,” and sits down laden. with ‘heavy trouble, looking 
upon death as a final separation. But what says the spirit :— 
“She is not dead! She stands by your side!” and the child 
says, ‘I feel as if she were near me.” If only one hope could 
arise that the mother was not finally dead, what happiness it 
would bring to that child! And if the mother had left with. 
the full knowledge that death was only a change of state, she 
would have said to the child, ‘‘My darling, I know I must 
leave you now; the material form has decayed, and I can use 
it no longer, but remember that my love for you will never 
cease, that you will be more than ever endeared to me, and 
I will manifest myself.” And the child will reply, “ Mother, 
I know that you will be able to.guide my feet where’er I tread, 
to sustain me in my journey through life, and I will trust to 
you, mother dear.” ‘Think you not that with knowledge like 
this the fear of death is taken away? The child looks upon 
the cold form merely as an empty tabernacle, and says, ‘“ My 
loved mother does not need it nów.” 

Yes, side by side, we will sit and talk 
Of the days that area past and gone, 

And feel that the tie is still loving and flrm 
Which lias bound us together so long. 

At the close of the lecture the chairman said that any of the 
listeners might put questions. 

How can man, who is a sinner, be just before God ? 

Mrs. Bullock replied that it was generally supposed that 
men could be just before God, by shifting their sins on to the 
shoulders of an innocent and perfectly good man, but this was 
the height of injustice. Tho way to be just before God was 
for a man to get rid of his sins himself, to practise them no 
more, and to be true, and just, and loving in all the actions of 
his life. 

Death is supposed to give pain both to mind and body. Is 
it so? 

Mrs, Bullock replied that most of the pain was caused by 
the needless fear of death. Much of the apparent suffering 
of the dying was not due to physical pain; the separation of 
me spirit often caused convulsive but painless motions of the 

ody. 

The meeting then broke up. 
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Mr. J. J, MoRsE read a long, carefully considered paper 
at the late National Conference of Spiritualists, on the subject 
of “ Inspirational Mediumship.” It has just been published 
in pamphlet form at a cheap rate by Mr. Farmer, and is well 
worth reading. 

SPIRITUALISM 1N Swansea. — Captain Hudson writes 
from 16, St. Mary-street, Swansea, saying—“ I am happy to 
state we have soma wonderful seances here at our weekly 
meeting, as well as at the houses of some of our members. 
We are beginning to develope mediumship among ourselves, 
and we have had a visit from a very good medium from Shrews- 
bury; some strong manifestations have been obtained. 
Several Swansea peoplo have been wishing to come to tue 
seances —so many that we have told them totry to get manifesta- 
tions in their own homes,” 
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Mussrs. Basrran and Taytor, two very good profes- 
sional mediums, who recently arrived in this country 
from America, have been and are at present giving 
seances at 2, Vernon-place, Bloomsbury, London, W.C., 
but they will leave in a few days on a temporary visit 
to Holland. Mr. Bastian is a physical, and Mr. Taylor a 
clairvoyant medium. At the dark seances of the former 
musical: instruments fly about, spirit hands touch the 
sitters, direct spirit voices are heard, and all the pheno- 
mena common at such seances are obtained. Mr. ‘Taylor 
describes the spirits he sees. 

MATERIALISED SPIRIT HANDS. 

Their light seances for physical manifestations are of 
speeial interest, beeause they obtain materialisations 
under eonditions differing somewhat from any hitherto 
observed in this eountry. Mr. Bastian invites one of 
the observers to sit alongside him in one of the corners 
of the room, and a shawl is pinned from wall to wall 
across the angle, at such a level that the bodies of the 
two persons are hidden from sight, but their heads and 
shoulders are in, full view. Spirits then materialise 
hands and arms low down in the darkness eaused by 
the shawl eutting off the light, and when they are fully 
formed they thrust them into view. Last Saturday we 
saw hands and arms. projeet over the top of the shawl, 
and seize bells and other little objeets which the sitters 
had placed in front for them to lay hold of. One of 
the hands looked like the hand of a lady, and had a 
sleeve on resembling black silk; the hands were palp- 
ably not those of cither of the two persons in the 
corner, who sat quite motionless, whilst the matcrialised 
hands and arms oeeasionally eame up in various ‘direc- 
tions, sometimes behind their backs; in fact, the mani- 
festation is one which oeularly settles the question of 
the temporary materialisation of living hands and arms. 
The materialisation of a spirit face was expected last 
Saturday, bnt it did not take place, the vitality of 
Mr. Bastian having been too much exhausted by the 
previous dark seance. One or two persons thought they 
saw a faee beginning to form, but the other spectators 
did not. 


HISTORY OF MR. HARRY BASTIAN’S MEDIUMSHIP. 


“Iam thirty years of age, and was born at North Boston, 
Erie County, U.S. My parents are of German origin, and my 
father has been a minister of the gospel, and a member of 
the Evangelical Alliance for thirty years. Mediumship is 
hereditary in my family, on my father’s side; my grandfather 
was a native of Lorraine, and served as a soldier under Napo- 
leon; he had a wonderful gift of healing diseases by laying 
on of hands, and cured so many people that his powers in this 
respect are remembered in the locality to the present day. 
My father has the same power in a lesser degree, but he never 
exercises it without prayer; he can cure complaints of a 
chronic description easier than others, and frequently heals 
the worst tumours and felons in about a week, by the laying on 
of hands three times during that period. He also can stop 
bleedings, when the sufferers are miles away, provided only that 
they have faith in his power; he can do nothing with persons 
in a state of mental antagonism. 

“ Spiritual manifestations began in my presence when I was 
about five years old, and living with my grandmother; my 
bed was pulled about at night, and noises were heard; these 
things were supposed to be produced by evil spirits, and my 
grandmother thought that I was bewitched, and prayed that 
the power of the witches might be driven away. When I was 
seven years of age, my father went as a missionary to Canada, 
taking me with him. There the manifestations grew stronger ; 
things would move about the room, and sometimes a noise 
was heard like a pumpkin rolling downstairs and bumping 
against the door; when they opened the door there was 
nothing there. My father concluded that the house was 


haunted by evil spirits, just like John Wesley’s; he never: 


liked the manifestations ; he tried to exorcise the spirits, 
when they would sometimes stop the manifestations for several 
days. 

+ © When I was twelve years of age, we returned to the old 
homestead in.North Boston, in the State of New York, where 
we lived on the farm until I was eighteen years old. Then 
I went to Buffalo, where I met a Spiritualist of the name of 
Williams, who boarded in the same house, and was the first 
to tell me anything about Spiritualism. He asked me to come 
to a seance at the house of Mr. and Mrs. S. H. Wortman; 
there the four of us sat round a table, and in twenty minutes 
I was entranced for the first time; when I woke up they told 
me that a child of Mrs. Wortman’s had controlled me and 
given them messages. I made sport of what they said, and 
did not believe that spirits had anything to do with the 
matter, but the circumstance worked on my mind consider- 
ably. I went there again, and the result was the same. 
I then sat by myself for manifestations, and raps began at 
once, After a few sittings, I also saw spirits, among whom 
was a sister of mine. I was boarding with my aunt, and the 
family were very eceptical, One night I was telling her and 
the children what I had seen at one of the seances of the Eddy 
mediums, when a sharp whistle sounded over my head, and 
while the startled listeners were speculating where it came 
from, it sounded again, when they grew nervously excited and 
came to the conclusion that the devil had seized me for his 
own purposes. 

“ In 1869 I was a clerk on board the passenger boat between 
Buffalo and Chicago, and sometimes, in the fall of the year, 
when the passengers were few, and I was alone in the cabin, I 
would become conscious of the presence of spirits about me; 
once I felt as ifa bouquet of flowers had been presented me; 
Ismelt their perfume most distinctly, Soon after I heard of a 
medium of the name of Miss Rice, and wrote, asking her to 
give me a seance on my return home. This she did, and for 
the first time I saw a medium in the trance state. She did 
not give me any particular test, except that she told me I 
would become a professional medium and visit Europe, 
which was far from my thoughts at the time; and I left 
her in a rather sceptical state of mind as to the truth of 
Spiritualism. Then I began reading books on the subject, 
more especially those by Mr. Robert Dale Owen and Judge 
Edmonds. 

“ During the next season I had manifestations on board 
the boat, and in the course of the year 1870 first had an 
opportunity of meeting generally with Spiritualists. I went 
to one of their meetings at Collins’s Hemlock Hall, which 
once belonged to the Quakers, but is now used for Spirit- 
ualistic purposes. From 2,000 to 3,000 persons were present, 
and I was there a stranger among strangers. There I became 
acquainted with Dr. Dunn, who recently visited England 
with Mr, Peebles ; I there also first met Mr. and Mrs. O’Friel, 
and at a seance in theevening, at the house where we were 
stopping, I was entranced by their little child. A few weeks 
after, at a seance, raps spelt out his name, ‘‘ Margery,” and 
told them how a nephew of theirs, supposed to have been 
murdered, was then alive and well in California. On writing 
there, they discovered this to be true. They took a great 
interest in me, and, after corresponding with me for about 
a year, I went to Brooklyn to live with them; and it was 
at their home I became fully developed. At our first seances 
a spirit who gave the name of George Fox—not the Quaker 
of that name—used to entrance me; he is the same who 
now speaks with the direct voice at my seances. About the 
beginning of 1871, at their house, the spirits first commenced 
playing musical instruments in my presence, and after that 
the power gradually grew stronger, and that year I began to 
give public seances in New York with much success, but soon 
I took a dislike to mediumship, and madeup my mind to give 
it up; so I went to learn photography at Syracuse, New York 
State, in order to get rid of the power, and did not sit for two 
months; the spirits then forced manifestations, and compelled 
me to give seances again. I next went, by invitation to 
Watertown, N.Y., and there met another medium, with whom 
I started out travelling, doing so for six months. I then 
became acquainted with Mr. Davenport, the father of the 
Davenport Brothers, at the house of Mr. 8, S. Jones, in 
Chicago, and travelled through the Western States of America 
with him, giving seances, until the September of the same 
year, when I first met my present partner, Mr. Malcolm 
Taylor, 

“ My sensations during the production of the different mani- 
festations are very strange. Although I am perfectly con- 
acious, a peculiar numbness comes over me, and I feel as if 


176 


THE SPIRITUALIST. 


Oct. 9, 1874. 


some force were leaving me until after the seance, when I am 
completely exhausted. Whatever part of the spirit is mate- 
vialised, there seems to be a something drawn from a cor- 
responding part of my system. When a spirit talks my lungs 
feel oppressed, and I have to sigh or draw a long breath 
cecasionally.” 


HISTORY OF MR. MALCOLM TAYLOR’S MEDIUMSHIP, 
Mr, Taylor, the mental medium, is robust and stout 
in build, light complexioned, and gives the following 
story of his development :— 


“I was born in the year 1850, in Dundee, Scotland; my father 
was a native of the city of Glasgow; my mother, of Edinburgh. 
As with many other clairvoyant mediums, the gift of second 
sight is natural to me; since birth I have possessed that 
strange power of spiritual perception so common among the 
Scotch people. From childhood up, I have been subject to 
strange moody spells, in which I would sit alone and dream, 
as it were, and often in those states I saw things at a distance 
and in the future, which afterwards time and investigation 
would prove to be true, In all the years of my boyhood I was 
also conscious of seeing—not in the natural way, but apparently 
with other eyes, out of my forehead—large cloud-like sub- 
stances, which approximated to the form of human beings, but 
so vague and indistinct where they, that I thought them freaks 
of my imagination. 

“ Brought upin the strictest orthodox manner, my father 
being precentor of one of the established churches in Dundes, 
I lived there until eleven years of age, when our family moved 
to America, and my father went into business in New York 
city. Iwas then sent to school. The power of spirit percep- 
tion continued with me for the following six years in the same 
imperfect form, until my mother passed away from earth, and 
I entered business life in a large commercial house in New 
York, where, while at work at the desk, the faculty of discern- 
ing spirits fully developed itself, and the forms which hereto- 
fore I had seen but vaguely, became so plain and palpable, 
that I could no longer doubt my secing them, although I could 
not account for my doing so. 

“One day while engaged at the boeks I saw some one 
standing at my side, but supposing ‘it to be one of my fellow- 
clerks, I took no notice of the person, until, chancing to look, 
I beheld a female the exact resemblance of my mother. 
Filled with amazement, I watched the form for a few minutes 
as it glided away, when, expecting of course that others had 
also seen her, I asked my companions who the lady was who 
had stood by me, and received the reply that ‘no lady had 
been in the office, and if I had seen one I must have been 
asleep and dreaming.’ 

<: After that, as time went on, I often saw the same, as well 
as other forms in the same and at other places, and keeping 
the thing secret grow quite used to it. Then a new feature of 
mediumship added itself—that of a sense of hearing voices 
and sounds unheard by others. 

“ Thus, with my strange faculties, I lived for more than a 
year as if in two worlds, the spiritual and material, until 
hearing from a friend of some queer things he had witnessed 
while investigating the subject of Spiritualism, I told him my 
peculiar power, and went with him to a developing circle then 
meeting in the city. There, to my surprise, I met others who 
had the samo faculty, and on describing the forms I saw, at 
the request of the sitters, I found on their being recognised 
that they were veritable spirits. 

‘* After that, intensely interested, I continued to attend 
various circles and seances, using my gift in describing 
spirits, giving wonderful tesis of identity, &c., until, under- 
going development, I got so that I would be entranced and 
controlled by different spirits to speak and write; some spirits 
influenced me to give private communications, and often im- 
provised passable verses of poetry. ; 

“ Finding, after a while, it was impossible for me to give 
proper attention to my duties with influences controlling me 
during business hours, by the advice of my spirit guides, and 
to the great displeasure of my friends in the form, I gave up 
my situation, and entered the field as a professional medium. 
I took roomg in New York, and gave private sittings with 
splendid success for some time, until meeting Mr. Bastian we 
entered into partnership, and since then have travelled as 
companions and co-workers in the cause of spirit com- 
munion,” 

IRON RING MANIFESTATIONS, 

Tho New York Sun (Oct., 1869) in the course of a re- 

port of a seance with Mr, Bastian and Mr. Hough, says: 


There lay on the table four solid iron rings, about a quarter of 
an inch thick, and in diameter respectively 23, 5,58, and 62 
inches. The young men were as thoroughly tied as a com- 
mittee of gentlemen could tie them, hands and feet, and the 
light having been extinguished, the three larger rings were 
passed over the tied wrists and arms, one after another, and 
pushed up over the elbows. The smaller ring which could not 
possibly pass over the hand of the young man, was in one 
minute by a process not well understood, placed upon his 
wrist. His hand measured 32 inches across. The young 
man’s wrists were again tied with cotton cloth, which was also 
sewed to his shirt sleeves in such a manner ag to make a loop 
over each wrist, beside the loop that united both hands. The 
small ring was again passed over the left hand and wrist with- 
out interfering with the sewing or tying. One of two things 
was absolutely required to accomplish this feat—either the 
expansion of the solid ring an inch and a half, or the elonga- 
tion or reduction in size by some process of the medium’s 
hand. The latter could hardly have been done, and the 
spirits informed Zhe Sun’s reporter that the feat was done by 
‘chemical expansion and contraction,” 


MR. BASTIAN PLACED IN A CAGE DURING A SEANCE, 


Mr. H. B. Storer, in the course of a letter to the 
Banner of Light said :— 


Desiring to test the claims of this gentleman that the 
manifestations produced in his presence are not caused by 
himself, but by spirits, a company of about twenty persons 
assembled in the ante room of Eliot Hall, in this city, on 
Thursday evening, July 13th, 1871. Mr. Bastian having pre- 
viously signified his willingness to submit to any reasonable 
methods of testing his mediumship which might be suggested 
by others, a cabinet was devised and constructed by Mr. E. S. 
Wheeler, consisting of a light framework of bed-slats and 
laths, two and one-half feet square and about ten feet high, 
over which, forming the top and the four walls, was drawn a 
mosquito netting, lapped and nailed so closely to the frame- 
work as to prevent any fingers or hands from being thrust 
through, Mr. Bastian being seated in a chair, this ox- 
tinguisher of scepticism was then lifted and shut down over 
him, forming an enclosure that would effectually prevent him 
from handling any of the instruments which were placed upon 
a table drawn closely to the right side of the cabinet. The 
theory advanced by the voices which are heard at Mr. 
Bastian’s seances (viz., that the spirits use the vital emana- 
tions of the medium with which to accomplish their feats, 
and that these emanations decrease in force and capacity of 
use inversely with the square of the distance from him) was so 
far respected by the investigators as to allow the medium’s 
elbow to rest, through the gauze wall, upon the edge of the 
table. Two tambourines, two bells, two harmonicons, a guitar 
and a tin horn were placed upon the table, the nearest 
instrument being fourteen inches from the medium, The 
light being extinguished, not more than two minutes elapsed 
before the horn was heard to move, and the voice known ag 
George Fox bade “ good evening ” to the party. It was done 
in a hurried manner, nothing more said, and the horn was 
heard to drop. Under the same conditions, the guitar was 
thrown from the table upon the floor, The gas being lit, no 
change in the position of the medium or tho cabinet was 
discovered by the audience ; and the certainty that the cabinet 
did not move was further guaranteed by Mr, Wheeler, who 
affixed to the top of the cabinet one end of a piece of tape, 
the other end of which he held, while seated within four or 
five feet of the cabinet, as an indicator of any movement or 
jar that might occur to that frail structure by the movement 
of the medium. Two pieces of tape were afterwards affixed 
to the side of the cabinet next the medium, and between him 
and the instruments, and held by two gentlemen, both of 
whom affirm that no jar whatever of the cabinet occurred, 
although several instruments were swept from the table to the 
floor while they held the indicators. 


APPEARANCE OF MATERIALISED SPIRITS. 
The Portland Monitor of May 6th 1872, says :— 


The company then seated themselves in front of a doorway 
leading to a small room, across which was tacked a piece of 
black cambric, in which was cut a hole about a foot in 
diameter. Behind this sat Mr. Bastian; for it is said that 
only in elose proximity to the medium do materialisations 
occur, A gas jet in, the adjoining parlour admitted light to 
the room in which the company were seated. While a 
favourite air was being sung, there appeared at the aperture 


Oct. 9, 1874. 


THE SPIRITUALIST. 


177 


in the cam bric, upon which all eyes were resting, a shadowy 
mist, and then growing denser and more material, presented 
the features of a human face, but barely upon being compre- 
hended, faded away. The face was not entirely recognised, 
and a gentleman requested it to appear again. It did so more 
positively, and was recognised as that of a deceased lady 
cousin to the gentleman who requested it to reappear. A 
child’s small hand loomed up, and pointed to one of the 
ladies; she asked ‘‘ Who is it?” and presently a pretty little 
boy’s round, hright face appeared. The hand of a lady, 
draped with a flowing lace trimmed sleeve appeared, and was 
quickly drawn away. A large left hand, with a plain gold 
ring on the little tinger, was plainly seen. 


TWO SPIRITS APPEARAT THE SAME TIME AND ARE RECOGNISED. 


At a subsequent sitting, described in the Auburn 
Advertiser, the power was stronger, Mr. Babbit writes 
to that journal :— 


My two daughters, Josephine and Fanny, as well as Eugene, 
my son, all presented themselves, one by one,iseveral times, so 
unmistakably as to be recognised at once by all in the cirele 
who were acquainted with them while living. 

Two little boys manifested their presence. The first one 
was recognised by its mother as her son Willie; the other 
his cousin Freddy, who was also recognised by his mother. 
Twice these boys presented themselves at the same time, side 
by side, both being about the same age. I have witnessed 
very many spiritual manifestations, but this double presenta- 
tion most certainly exceeded by far all others that I ever 
seen. 

FIVE SPIRITS RECOGNISED. 


Mr. E. S. Crampton, of Collins Centre, writes to the 
Banner of Light, of Oct 26th, 1872, as follows :— 


Improvising a cabinet out of an adjoining bedroom, by 
tacking in the doorway a piece of black cambric, with a 
diamond-shaped opening cut out near the top, the medium sat 
behind in the darkness, while the company, in the mellowed 
light of a lamp, sat before the veil that soon revealed to view 
the dear ones gone before. After a little singing, behind the 
aperture there appeared what seemed a filmy cloud of haze, 
which, growing denser, soon assumed the form and features of 
an old lady’s face. All acquainted with her saw at once it 
was my wife's mother, Mrs. Hawkins, attired in the very 
habiliments her body had but lately been buried in. 

Next came that of a little boy, the brother of a young lady 
present, who at once exclaimed, “ Willie!” in reply to which 
the spirit waved his hand. 

Then appeared the full round girl’s face of a cousin to the 
same lady who, not recognising it at first, asked it to come a 
little plainer, which it did satisfactorily. 

Then was shown the beaming infant face of a son of our 
neighbours, Mr. and Mrs. Pierce, who, wishing to seo how 
their boy had progressed, were gratified to see a manly face 
with whiskers and moustache, that every one who saw it said 
bore a great family resemblance, , 

Next came Eliza Pierce, a relative of the above-named 
gentleman, whose face, familiar to all, was, without doubt, 
identified. 

The last face shown, that of the grandfather of a young 
man present, who before had doubted the truth of immor- 
tality, came so distinctly, that he was convinced of the fact at 
once, and acknowledged with overcome feelings. 


Between the showing of the faces, hands of various shapes ` 


and sizes were presouted, some holding flowers; and to con- 
elude, the guide gave us some advice and consolation in the 
direct voice, and bade us good night. Every one of tho faces 
came repeatedly in palpable perfection, more or less plain as 
the spirit had power, and were all recognised. 


CONVERSATIONS WITIL MATERIALISED SPIRITS, 


The Enterprise, of Michigan City, Feb. 7th, 1873, 
gays :— 

Samuvet Boorn,—A figure appeared at the aperture, showing 
a bearded faco, neck, and upper portion of the chest. Dr. 
Bentley, ‘‘That is father Booth;” and Mrs, Deming, a 
daughter, spoke, ‘‘ If you are my father, put out your bony 
hand.” A long, bony arm and hand was instantly thrust 
through the aperture, the lips moved and the words spoken, 
“God bless you! God bless you !” He was recognised by all 
in the circle who had known him. After saying, ‘ You are 


all immortal,” the figure vanished; then reappeared again 
and said, “ I live in the summer land.” Dr. Bentley, who had 
always been his physician, asked the question, “ Mr. Booth, 
you told me, before your death, that you wished to die that 
you might be at rest. How is it with you now?” 

The figure, which had its faced turned toward the daughter, 
changed position, and looking at the questioner, replied, 
“ Iam resting now.” 

Again it vanished, reappeared, and saying, “I have no more 
strength,’’ disappeared. 

Saran Wasson.—In the dark circle.—Mr. Taylor says, 
“ Mr. Eddy, there is an old lady before you. She says her 
name is Aunt Sarah; is about ninety years of ago.” 

A voice is heard, “I am ninety-five, and tell Mr. Monroe’s 
folks that I was here;” and gave her name as Sarah Wasson. 
The next evening Mr. Taylor described her again, saying, 
“The same old lady is there.” She immediately said, “ Tell 
Mrs. Eddy I have met little Hetty in heaven.” Afterwards, in 
light circle, appeared, was recognised, and spoke. The tones 
of her voice were distinctly recognised by Dr. Church, who 
had been intimately acquainted with her, Dr. Bentley also 
recognised a characteristic movement of the form. She had 
said, in the dark cirele, t‘ Be sure and tell Mr. Monroe’s folks 
that I was here.” 

A German Facn.—A face, with strongly marked German 
features, appeared. Mrs, C. Kimball thought it to be her 
husband’s cousin, but having some doubt, said, “If that bees 
you, show your right hand,” which was instantly done, minus 
the third finger. Mrs. K, exclaimed, ‘‘ Mein Gott in himmel! 
I'd know that hand anywhere.” She then explained, that 
when fifteen years old, in Germany,the cousin had that finger 
shot off. The circle that evening was composed mostly of 
Germans. Mr. K's father, and his wife's father also, 
appeared, spoke in German, and were recognised, The con- 
versations were all in German. 

Wium Mantin.—Not recognised at first, 
t: We don’t get much game over here,’ 

Mr. Benham says, ‘If that is you, William, will you give 
three raps.” 

They were given, 

Q.—“ Are you happy?” 

A.—'* Yes.” 

Q.— How do you like the new sphere you are in?” 

A.— It don’t make any difference whether you like it or 
not; we have to take things as they come over here.” 

Q.—“ Are youround among us much, now days, Bill?” 

A.—* ’Casionally—’casionally. Pretty tough work, this 
coming back. I ain’tused to this kind of business.” 

Dr. Paraz.—Was recognised by all but Mr. Bouchard, who 
was not satisfied until the figure put in an appearance for the 
eighth time, when the facs and beard being apparently too 
large, the beard was thrust outside, the face filling the aper- 
ture. In reply to questions the figure said, after bidding the 
circle good evening, that his method of appearance was a 
novel one, and that he was satisfied with his condition. In 


Ti then spoke, 


the dark circle, when dessribed by Mr. Taylor, Mrs. Bouchard 


said, “If this is you, Dr. Paige, will you shake hands with an 
old schoolmate ? ” and immediately after felt two hands clasp 
her right hand. 

Wn. Dawson—In dark cirele-—Mr. Taylor described a 
figure standing before Mr. Eddy. It came four successive 
evenings before recognition ; said death ensued from drowning, 
“ How were you drowned?” asked Mr. Taylor. “I drowned 
myself,” was the reply. Afternoon, showed face in light 
circle ; was recognised by all, and said to Mr. Eddy: “Iam 
sorry, Sam, for what I did ; but I was not myself when I did 
it. It was a sorry day when I jumped in the river.” Mr. D. 
was drowned at Minneapolis about a year since, 

Daniet Mansn, who died on the Friday night previous, wag 
described in dark circle, the next evening by Mr. Taylor; said 
he would come again Tuesday evening. He came, as stated, 
in both circles; was recognised by his brothers and others. 
The shawl of Mrs. M.—this in dark cirele—was put around 
herself and husband, Mr. Taylor stating that he heard the 
words, “ I let my mantle fall on you,” 

There were other appearances, recognitions, and voices, An 
uncle of Walter Leeds; the father of Mr. L. S. Hart—face 
shown minus an eye, and so recognised ; Dr. Hale, a friend of 
Mrs. Ostrander, who reminded her of a joint ride from Cohoeg 
to Waterford, New York, years ago; Mr. Boothroyd and 
others might be instanced, but want of space and time forbid, 
Of the sixteen who appeared and spoke at the aperture, the 
lips were seen to move, the voices were distinct from each 
other in tone, and proofs of identity varied and numerous. 
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A REMARKABLE TEST. 

The following aeecount is from the Religio- Philosophical 

Journal, Mareh 21st, 1874. The lady mentioned in 

the narrative was doubtless a medium herself, though 
she did not know it :— 


A popular clergyman and his wife, with two of their friends— 
all of Chicago—visited the seance room, incog. During the 
seance, the minister's wife had a valuable diamond ring taken 
from her finger by a spirit. She plainly felt it taken from 
her finger. Sho felt a little anxiety about it, and so ex- 
pressed herself. She was told to have no fear for its safety, 
as the spirits always returned everything of the kind. In 
these seances, knives, pencils, watches, rings, &c., &z., are 
often carried by the spirits from one to another, by request. 

Just before the close of the seance the lady had a slip of 
folded paper slipped between her lips, which she held fast 
until the close of the circle, and the lighting of the gas. Oa 
taking it from her lips, she found written on the paper jn 
pencil, ‘‘ You will find your ring under the pillow of your bed 
on returning home.” ‘This intelligence was revealed to no one 
present but the clergyman and two friends. To them she 
showed the writing. 

From the astonishing manifestations they had witnessed, 
although members of a popular church, they were prepared 
to believe it might be all true. They knew there was no 
opportunity for deception in the circle, as test conditions had 
been maintained all through the seance, and no mortal could 
have written and put the slip of paper between her lips. 

The clergyman, not wishing to “grieve the spirit” by 
misrepresenting the facts (as did the Rev. Moses Sherman, of 
New Hampshire, about the cure of his wife through a spirit 
medium, he saying it was a miracle of Jesus Christ), but 
wishing to have abundance of evidence of the fact, if a fact it 
should prove to be, gave the key of his house to his friends to 
open the door and lead in advance, to see if the spirit state- 
ment should prove true. All moved in line and went to the 
bed, raised the pillow, and there, to the astonishment of all of 
them, lay the lost ring. We should not omit to say that the 
residence of the clergyman is about three miles from the 
seance room. The possibility of imposition is simply out of 
question. The clergyman, his wife and friends deny any such 
possibility, and yet they ‘‘ would not have their names men- 
tioned for the world.” 


SPIRITUALISM IN MARYLEBONE. 


Last Monday night the quarterly meeting of the Maryle- 
bone Association of Inquirers into Spiritualism was held at 6, 
Blandford-street, Baker-street, Porbman-square, London. Mr. 
Whitley was voted into the chair. 

The Chairman said that a great conflict was going on be- 
tween Spiritualism and materialism ; according to the tenets 
of the latter nothing existed which could not be cut, handled, 
or analysed, and it was the duty and privilege of Spiritualists 
to uplift their teachings against such doctrines, because they 
could prove them not to be true. Spiritualism proved that 
not only was there another life, but much connected with man 
that could not be comprehended; it proved that they could 
seo, feel, touch, and talk to spirit people, who can return and 
cover themselves for the time being with a material substance ; 
it was therefore their bounden duty to disseminate such truths 
among those who desired to receive information. The public 
might say that there was no good in Spiritualism, but the 
members of that society were aware that it had a strong 
moral effect, and that it made them think twice before taking 
any important steps in life. They should cultivate deeply 
religious and very liberal feelings, and carry them out in 
everyday life; for if Spiritualism did not make them better 
men and women, it ought to be thrown to the cats and dogs, 
for it would be of no use to them or to anybody else. They 
should live in such a manner as to set anexample to mankind 
at large. (Applause.) 

Mr. Charles Hunt, the secretary, then read the quarterly 
report ; it set forth that the society was a very little in debt, 
instead of having a balance in hand, as on the last occasion. 
As secretary, he wanted more support and sympathy; there 
was less enthusiasm and energy among the members than 
when the Association was first started, and they did not exert 
themselves as they should do to attend the meetings. 

Mr. Swinburne suggested that tbe annual subscription of 
members should be doubled, to enable the Association to work 
more efficiently, 


Mr. White said that such a resolution could not be passed 
without previous notice of it being given to all the members. 
If it were passed he should resign, on principle, because some 
of the members could not afford more than they paid at 
present. 

Mr. Swinburne said that he did not wish to turn anybody 
out of the society, so in consequence of what Mr. White had 
said he would withdraw his motion, though he could not see 
that any principle was involved in the matter. 

Mr. Hunt said that from his experience as secretary bo was 
against raising the subscriptions, for some of the members 
could not afford the present payment. Could not some of the 
richer members volunteer to pay more ? 

Mr. Tilby said that would not do. 
equality.* 

Shortly afterwards the proceedings closed, 


It would destroy 


THE EVILS OF UNCHECKED MATERIALISM. 

In the eourse of a letter to the Peterborough 
Advertiser of last Saturday, Mr. John T. Markley 
makes the following sensible remarks on the tendeney 
of the materialism of the age :— 


The Philadelphia correspondent of the Times, as 
many of your readers remember, ealled attention the 
other day to the fearful increase of erimes of violence 
in the United States. Our own daily law reports 
painfully supplement the very scrious transatlantie faets 
in the matter of extraordinary erime. Especially is 
this the case in our larger towns, not to mention the 
notorious distriet where the Daily Telegraph told us 
that “ Brummy” and “ Physic” aired their eombative- 
ness after a style more impassioned than polite. In 
this nineteenth century, and under the shadow of 
earnest exemplary churches, men continuo to drink 
with reeklessness; to swear with vulgarity of eloquence; 
to thrash their wives with mathematical regularity; 
and, in a thousand ways, defy and outrage the eommon 
laws of humanity by an emboldened but an unjustifiable 
illustration of repulsive animalism. The morning 
papers invariably smell of blood. The habitual 
unrighteousness of the badly organised “ eriminal 
elasses ” finds a startling, if less intense reproduetion, in 
more respeetable quarters, and the results speak badly 
for our boasted eivilisation. But in tho faee of sueh— 
almost international—misfortunes I, for one, belicve in 
the ultimate and universal triumph of the race over the 
almost unavoidable animalism of human nature. The 
regencrating influenees of an uneramped faith in the 
deity must make men wise in time; and through the 
developing process of popular education, the foree of an 
elevating literature, and the broad acknowledgment by 
the State of the eommon people’s political aspirations, 
this beautiful England of ours eannot possibly deeay 
beyond redemption. Our chief danger I think lies in 
materialism—the flesh and blood religion of the age. I 
am not sneering at Professor Tyndall's fine Belfast 
address. Such oeeasional masterpieees of scientifie 
oratory — despite their influential evil effeet upon 
the traditionary opinions of soeiety—tend to modify 
the narrow-groove enthusiasm of the grandfatherly 
theologians, who only “ wateh and pray” when they 
should carefully examine the mysteries and seetarian 
speeulations of the faith by which they swear. But I 
maintain that the age is dangerously inelined to the 
harsh negations of positivism. The savants stifle the 


* Why do not Messrs, White and Tilby resign ‘on principle” for the 
Bake of those outcasts mentioned by Mr. Hunt, who cannot pay the present 
subscription? Like the Conservative barber who would not shave coal- 
heavers, perhaps they lind they must destroy equality, and “must draw 
the line somewhere.”"—ED. 
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poetry of the emotions,‘ and thus contradict, or but 
partly develope, the mind’s natural spirit-cheering 
eccentricities. Following suit, the restless money- 
making multitude catch up the intellectual, non- 
spiritual scorn of the learned doctors ; and a combina- 
tion of materialistic influences effectually damns all the 
tender passions, all delicate arts, all obedience to the lan- 
guage of flowers; repudiates the agony of poor Bill Sykes, 
the penitent prodigal, and mocksthe soothing chime of the 
vesper bells. Small wonder, then, that we almost begin 
to tolerate the pretensions of the Spiritualists ; those 
people who, with all their faults, have at least an 
impassioned faith in the immortality of the soul. This 
tendency to vulgar animalism and crimes of violenco 
will remain unchecked whilst men overfecd, worship 
half-crowns, and respect the mere physical side of 
mortal being. Ultra-acquisitivencss of disposition is 
fatal to tho perpetuation of that healthy sentiment 
which justifies imagination as an cnnobling faculty of 
the soul. As Tennyson says :— 
“Tt is the little rift within the lute 
That by and bye will make the music mute, 
And, ever widening, slowly silence all.” 

But why introduce the Laureate, and his confrères of 
the muse? The versemen fail to touch the heart in 
this age of doubt, carnality, and mutton-chops; or if 
they accidentally popularise the assumptions of Apollo, 
it is among their invariable charmed audience of ladies. 
The masculines live, move, and have their being in a 
denser atmosphere of cold-blooded fecling, if we except 
the clergy of tho varying faiths, who dare not question 
the consoling probabilities of the law and the prophets. 
But the world moves hopefully after all, and if men 
are chiefly materialistic, and scepticism is set to music 
by the leading philosophers of the day, excess of crime 
must ere long produce a reaction of spirituality. 


SPIRITUALISM IN AUSTRALIA. 
DIRECT SPIRIT WRITING UNDER NEW CONDITIONS. 
Tue Australian mail which arrived last Wednesday, 
brought advices from Melbourne to August 1st. The Harbinger 
of Light contains the following account of the production of 
direct spirit writing at Sandhurst :— 


Recently, two gentlemen, very sceptical, and not con- 
nected with any circle, proposed to seal up a elip of paper 
without giving any of us any information of what was on it. 
This was done accordingly, and by direction of our spirit- 
guides I gave the sealed packet into the possession of the male 
medium last Sunday night, at the close of the seance. The 
seal could not be tampered with without those who sealed it 
knowing it. This evening (Friday), one of the gentlemen who 
sealed the packet attended to see it opened. Much interest 
was evinced by all present, some fourteen in number, but 
before the letter was opened, the gentleman and every member 
of the circle, thirteen in number, carefully examined the seal, 
and found it intact. A small knife was then got, the envelope cut 
on one side and two ends, and the slip taken out. I must now 
inform you that the medium, while entranced, told us that the 
paper was letter paper, that it was printed on, and also had 
the initials “ T. C. 8.” written at the top of it. This proved 
tiue to the letter. I,in the light, and in the presence of all, 
opened the paper, and there sure enough was three separate 
and distinct hand writings, that of George Abell being even 
smaller than on the previous one. There were also several 
small drawings on it. The paper was an ordinary sheet of 
note paper, with two names printed on it; and the spirits 
John Robingon and Alfred Longmore had written on the in- 
side page. The two gentlemen who had sealed the packet had 
unknown to any one placed two hairs inside it, the one laid 
lightly on the note paper, and the other beneath the seal, so 
that if the note paper had been taken out or the seal broken, 
the hairs unknown or unnoticed would have fallen out. Both 
the hairs, however, were found in their places, and the one 


on the note paper was found fastened to it by a small black 
speck of some adhesive matter. 
crusial test caused unbounded astonishment and gratification 
to every one of us, the gentleman who scaled the packet de- 


I need searcely say that this 


claring openly his firm conviction that no one in the flesh had 


in any way interfered with the seal or paper. 


Woetry. 


ANGEL-GUARDED, 
MOTHER, will the angels keep me 
Through the long, dark hours of night ? 
Will their sweet and loving presence 
Guard me till the morning light ? 
If I wake, sball I see them 
By the light the moonbeams shed? 
Sba!l I see them, loving, patient, 
Watehing o'er my little bed ? 


Gently slumber, ehild of mine. 
Innocent, and sweet, and fair; 
Slumber softly through the night, 

Angels hold thee in their eare. 


When my little prayer is ended, 
And my evening hymn I sing, 
Then I wish some bright-winged angels 
Little golden harps would bring ; 
And, while I am lying quiet, 
‘Thinking of my mother dear, 
Tn the dark and lonely midnight 
Sweetest music I should hear. 


Gently slumber, ehild of mine, 
Innocent, and sweet, and fair ; 
Slumber softly tbrough the night, 

Angels have thee in their eare. 


Mother, when the night is over, 
And the day begins to dawn, 
When the gloomy tints of sunrise 

Hail another weleome morn,—~ 
Mother, will the angels linger, 

Just to see how fair and bright 
Is the early morning sunshine 

After all the lonely night ? 


Heaven is brighter, child of mine, 
Brighter than tbe sunrise light ; 

But the holy angels guard thee— 
Ever guard thee, day and night, 


From “ Common-Sense” (San Francisco). 


Correspondence. 


[Great freedom is given to correspondents, who sometimes express opinions 
diametrically opposed to those of this journal and tts readers.] 


SPIRIT DRAWINGS, 


Srr,—I have purchased a number of the first series of 
“ Drawings descriptive of spirit life and progress, by a child of 
twelve years of age,” issued by Dr. Gully; and I am so deeply 
interested in these, that I long to see the rest of them, for 
there are 248 in all, I have shown them to all our visitors, 
Spiritualist or otherwise, and every one has expressed surprise 
and interest, therefore I think that these drawings are calcu- 
lated to bring Spiritualism before the uninitiated in a very 
pleasing form; and I earnestly hope that they may be 
extensively purchased, in order to induce Dr. Gully to continue 
the issue of the whole of the series, He gays in the introduc- 
tion, '* After giving the spirit’s history in its passage hence, the 
subjects run upon the highest and holiest conditions of the 
spirit, both in, and when freed from the body, its conditions of 
love, faith and charity, the mode of influence from above to 
those on earth, the communion of spirits among themselves, 
&e., all with a wondrous meaning, wondrously illustrated by a 
child twelve years old. Should the present issue find favour 
with, and interest the public, much more curious subjects, and 
deeper meaning emblems will follow in future numbers.” 
_ Brixton Rise, Oct. 8rd, 1874. E. D. PONDER. 


Sın, —I have been greatly interested in the curious drawings 
produced through the agency of a little girl twelve years of 
age. Can you inform me if the second series of drawings is 
published, or likely to be? Dr. Gally tells us there are 248 of 
thess drawings in all, and it would indeed be a great pity if 
the work should be discontinued, as all the friends who have 
seen them express great surprise and interest at the method 
of their production, as well as at the drawings themselves, 
I feel we are greatly indebted to Dr. Gully for bringing them 
before the public in the able manner he has done. 


11, Hayter-road, S.W., Oct. Ist, 1874. H.K. R. 
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A NICE SPIRIT. 


Sir,—I have just read Mr. W. Howitt’s letter in the Spiritual 
Magazine. Tf that letter is written in a Christian spirit, 
defend me from such spirit; and from that kind of Chris- 
tianity, good Lord deliver us! Amen! Hors. 

Brixton, October 2nd, 1874. 


Sın, —It is surely something to the credit of the National 
Association to have been tho means of harmonising two such 
discordant elements as Mr. Burns and Mr. Howitt, and of 
healing the breach which has existed between those two 
champions of Spiritualism for so many years; for there can 
be no doubt that Mr. Burns has forgiven Mr. Howitt, inas- 
much as he has quoted him at full lengthin Zhe Medium of 
the 13th Feb. last, and extolled him as a true “ prophet ;” nor 
can there be any doubt cither that the Association has been 
the means of bringing about this most holy alliance. 

Yet, as it is just possible that Mr. Burns may forget to 
quote, or refer to, Mr. Howitt’s last effusion in favour of the 
Association, I venture to call the attention of his readers, 
through your columns (as those of the Medium are closed 
against me) to the article in the October number of the 
Spiritual Magazine, in which it is difficult to say whether 
most to admire the Christian temper and charity, the strict 
adherence to facts, or the cogency of the reasoning of the 
venerable author. 

I hope, however, to be allowed to make a few comments on 
it in the next number of the Spiritual Magazine. 

ALGERNON Joy. 

25, James-street, Buckingham-gate, S.W., 

Oct. 5, 1874, 


(These two letters refer to an article by Mr. William Howitt, in which. 


he speaks of tho members of the British National Association of Spirit- 
ualists as follows:—" Thoy have no right to give their fellow Spiritualists 
by impheation, that is, by assuming tho national name and sty'e, tho d's- 
graceful appellation of heathens aud infidels, ‘Their primary and funda- 
mental object’ said one of their speakers, ‘is to forma bond of union 
between all Spiritualists of every shade of opinion.’ I, for one, declaro 
that I will have nothing to do with any such a Noah's Ark. There can be no 
real bond of union betwixt good and evil, wisdom and folly, between clean 
and unclegn—it is notin naturo. Let Spiritualists of every shado go their 
own ways. However they may try at it, there can be no permanent union 
betwixt sach incongruous elemenis. I myself have but once way, and that 
is the way of truth, righteousness, and sound sense, as they are taught in 
Jesus Christ. Iam a man, and because Iam aman, I am not obliged to 
share the opinions, or the deeds, or tho absurdities of men of all shades of 
opinion. With the murderer, the adulterer, the swindler, the blasphemer, 
or the drunkard, I have rothing to do.” itis not neccessary to make any 
comment on language such as this. We print the foregoing letters only 
because information has roached Mr. Jcy, who, as Honorary Secretary, 
is the official representative of the National Association, that tho editor of 
the Spiritual Magazine will not allow him to make any reply in the next 
number of that journal, although Mr, Joy primarily, and ail the other 
persons abused secondarily, have the moral xight of prompt reply therein. 
We declino to print any more letters on this inharmoniuus subject in this 
journal, the persons attacked havo the right of reply in the periodical 
which has thought fit to print such language. Wo long for moro peace 
and good-will, and object to this subject being transferred from another 
journal into these pages.—ED,] 


“FIGARO” on Sprrrruarism.— If human testimony,” 
says the Figaro, “ counts fcr much, these people have got 
hold of certain truths which, based upon phenomena go far 
supernatural as that they transcend all natural laws with 
which as yet we are acquainted, are not likely to yield. In- 
deed, if anything can be proven by weight of testimony, we 
must concede them to have made out their case; and in 
making this concession we need not count too much upon the 
qualifying fact that the existence of ghosts has in its sup- 
port an equally heavy balance of evidence, for it has yet to be 
shown that there are no ghosts—whatever these may be 
pleased to be. But the truth is, that human testimony, of 
whatever cumulative weight, can prove nothing; we count it 
proof in default of better evidence, but it convinces no one 
but him who offers it and him in accordance with whose 
mental bias it is offered. But if only one part in a thousand 
is true of what is asserted by men whose word could 
put a rope about the neck of a fellow-man in any court of 
England, the Spiritualists have ascertained a fact beside which 
all other facts are idle lamber—have demonstrated what all 
the religious and philosophical systems of the world have 
only surmised—namely, that the dead live. For our part, we 
do not believe they have made any such momentous dis- 
covery; but they do, and one in every ten of them has better 
qualified himself to give an opinion in the matter than one in 
every ten thousand of those who believe as we do. Anyhow, 
he who discusses without examination should have the grace 
to deliver judgment without malice.’” 


Dr. Witt1am Hrrcuman is doing much good to the 
cause of Spiritualism at Liverpool, by working actively with 
the Psychological Society there. 

Mr. Titomas GaLes Fosrur, an experienced American 
Spiritualist, and one of the best lecturers on the subject, will 
shortly visit England in company with Mrs. Foster, 

Corontr I. S. OLCOTT, who wrote the account of the 
Eddy manifestations published by us a fortnight ago, is a well- 
known New York journalist. 

Messrs. BASTIAN AND Tayror had engaged berths 
to sail with Mr. Morse to the United States, but have since 
resolved to stay in England a little longer. 

MATERTALISATION Maniresrarions.—Mr. Epes Sargent 
is publishing a series of articles in the Banner of Light, sum- 
marising the chief materialisation phenomena which have 
been observed in this country and in America, and the 
Pioneer of Progress has begun to reprint the articles in 
England. They are exceedingly interesting, but rather dis- 
jointed, and interspersed with philosophical comments which 
had better have been postponed until the close, when the 
author would have more fully grasped the general bearing of 
the facts. Nevertheless, in newspaper literature it is not 
always easy to work ont a subject in the same way as when 
writing a book. Mr. Sargent’s valuable work will ba fully 
appreciated by readers on both sides of the Atlantic. 


Editor of Common-Sense, San Francisco.—Wo have been sending 
you The Spiritualist for some months past; do you get it? 

Letters which reach us not later than Monday stand a better 
chance than thoso which arrive later, of insertion in the follow- 
ing Friday's paper. 

Several friends have kindly sent us items of provincial news, 
some of them containing long strings of laudatory romarks about 
individuals. Such remarks are of no interest to the public, and 
ought to be objectionable to the persons praised. 

A.—tThe title of your last communication was interesting, and 
perhaps by giving the nocessary time tho remainder could be 
puzzled out as usual, and re-written for the compositors who 
refuse to set type from your illegible MS. It is not possible to 
get the leisure to do this. 

Eroxnr.—Your letter consists entirely of a string of laudatory 
remarks, and is anonymous: of what value, then, would its pub- 
lication be to tho cause of Spiritualism or to the cause of science ? 
Why not give some definite information, and authenticate the 
samo ? 
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ISS LOTTIE FOWLER, the GREAT AMERICAN 

SOMNAMBULIST AND CLAIRVOYANTE, whose reputation is 

well known throughout Europe and America, can be consulted on cither 

Medical or Business Affairs eonnected with the Living and Dead, Hours 

12 to 8 (Sundays excepted.) Terms, One Guinea. Address, 21, Prinecs- 
street, Hanover-square, two doors from Regent-street. 


R. CHARLES E. WILLIAMS, Medium, is at home 


daily, to give Private Seances, from 12 to 5 p.m, Private Seances 
attended at tho houses of investigators. Public Seances at 61, Lamb's Con- 
duit-street, on Monday evenings, admission 2s, 6d.; Thursday evenings 
5s.; and Saturday evenings, for Spiritualists only, 58.; at 8 o'clock each 
avening, Address as above. 


RS. WOODFORDE, TRANCE MEDIUM & MEDICAL 
MESMERIST, will give Sittings for Development under Spirit 
Control in Writing, Drawing. Clairvoyance, or any form of Mediumship. 
Disorderly Influonces removed, French spoken. At home Mondays, 
Wednosdays, Thursdays, and Saturdays, Private Seances attended. 
Address, 41, Bernard-street, Russcll-squaro, W.O. 


MESMERISM AND CLATIRVOYANCE. 
ROFESSOR ADOLPHE DIDIER (28 Years estab- 
lished) ATTENDS PATIENTS and gives his Consultations at his 
residence daily, from Three till Five o'clock--10, Berkeley-gardens, 
Campden-hill, Kensington. 


R. W. G. SCOREY, Mrpican MESMERIST AND 
RUBBER, having successfully treated several cases, is agaiu opon to 


engagcments,—Mesmeric Institution, 85, Goldhawk-road, Shepherds'’-bush 
W. Pleaso write. 


A FISS GODIREY, CURATIVE MESMERIST AND 
L RUBBER, AND MEDICAL CLAIRVOYANT, 1, Robert street 
Hampstead-read, London, N.W, To be seen by appointment only. Terms, 
on application by letter. 


T V. MANSFIELD, TEST MEDIUM, answers Sealed 
. Letters, at 861, Sixth Av., New York. Terms, Five Dollars and Four 
Three-sent Stamps. REGISTER YOUR LETTERS. 


R. WLEOD AND SIBYL—MAGNETIC HEALING 
AND CLAIRVOYANCE—Are prepared to receive engagements 

as aboye. Referonces kindly permitted to patients aud others who have 
been benefitted. By letters only, under cover, to W. N. Armficld, Esq, 15, 
Lower Relgrave-street, Pimlico. S.W. Dr. M'Leod is also prepared to re- 
ceive engagements to lecture, Terms 2 guineas. 


EALED LETTERS ANSWERED by R. W. Frrnt, 
39, Wost 24th-street, New York. Terms, Two Dollars and Three 
Stamps. Money refunded if not answered. Register your letters. 


HOTOGRAPHIC COPIES OF THE [ILLUMINATED 
ADDRESS receutly presented by the Spiritualists of Great Britain 

to Judge Edmonds, of New York, may be obtained of Messrs. Negretti and 
Zambra, Crystal Palaco, Sydenham, Price—Large size, 3s,; small size, Is. 


HE PROGRESSIVE SPIRITUALIST AND FREE 
THOUGHT ADVOCATE, a Mouthly Journal. Edited by J. TYERMAN, 

Price Threepence. To behad of W. H. Terry, 96, Russcll-strect, Melbourne, 
and all Australian Booksellers. 


7 ISITORS to LONDON will find Comfortable Bedrooms 


and Good Attendance at Mrs. JACKSON’S Zable @'Hote. Moderate 
Oharges, 3, Torrington-sireot, Torrington-squaro, London, W.O. 


THE ST, JOHN’S ASSOCIATION OF SPIRITUALISTS. 


President. —-Mr. R. Barber. 


Committee 
Mrs, Barber, Mz. R. Howorth, 
Mr. W, Cotter, Miss Ranger, 
Mr, Warner Thompson. 
Librarian. —Mr. J. Cain. Treasurer—-Mr, J. S. Steele. 
Honorary Secretary.—Mr, Richard Pearco, 


Information about the socicty may be obtained from the Officers of the 
Association by letter addressed to the Secretary at the Committee Rooms, 
30, Parkfield-street, Islington, 


£1,00 > REWARD.—MASKELYNE & COOKE. 


AN EXPOSE 
OF THE FALSENESS OF THEIR PRETENSIONS. 
BY ALGERNON JOY, M.LC.E. (lots), 
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EVIDENCE THAT SPIRITUALISM DESERVES 
INVESTIGATION. : 


SPIRITUALISM deserves investigation because within the last twenty years 
jt has found its way into all the civilised countries on tho globe; it has also 
a literature of thousands of volumes and not a few periodicals, 

The London Dialectical Society, Adam-street, Adelphi, under the pre- 
sidency of Sir John Lubbock, Bart., M.P., appointed a Committee to inves- 
tigate spiritual phenomena, The Committee was appointed on the 26th 
January, 1869, as follows:— 

“JL, G. Atkinson, Esq. F.G.8., Q. Wheatley Bennett, Esq.; J. S, Bergheim, 
Esq. C.E.; H. R. Fox Bourne, Esq.; Charles Bradlaugh, Esq.; G. Fenton 
Cameron, Esq, M.D. ; John Chapman, Esq., M.D.; Rev. C. Maurice Davies, 
D.D.; Charles R. Drysdale, Esq„ M.D, D. H. Dyte, Esq., M.R.C.S.; Mrs. 
D. H. Dyte: James Edmunds, Esq., M.D.; Mrs. Edmunds, James Gannon, 
Esq.: Grattan Geary, Esq.; Robert Hannah, Esq., F.G.S.; Jonner Gale 
Hillier, Esq.; Mrs. J. G. Hillier; Henry Jeffery, Esq.; Albert Kisch, Esq., 
M.R.C.8.; Joseph Maurice, Esq.; Isaac L. Meyers, Esq.; B. M. Moss, Esq. ; 
Robert Quelch, Esq., C.E.; Thomas Reed, Esq.; C. Russell Roberts, Esq., 
Ph.D.; William Volekman, Esg.; Horace S. Yeomans, sq. 

“Professor Huxley and Mr. George Ilenry Lewes, to be invited to co- 
operate, Drs, Chapman and Drysdale and Mr. Fox Bourne declined to sit, 
and the following names were subsequently added to the Committee:— 

“George Cary, Esq. B.A; Edward W. Cox, Esq, Serjeant-at-law; 
William B. Gower, Esq.; H. D. Jencken, Esq. Barrister-at-law; J. H. Levy, 
Esq.; W. H. Swepston, Esq,, Solicitor; Alfred R. Wallace, Esq., F.R.G.S.; 
Josiah Webber, Esq.” 

After inquiring into the subject for two ycars, the Committee issued its 
report, which, with the evidence, forms a bulky volume, published by 
Messrs. Longmans. Among other things this Committee reported :— 

“1, That sounds of a very varied character, apparently proceedingfr om 
articles of furniture, the floor and walls or the room—the vibrations 
accompanying which sounds are often distinctly perceptible to the touch— 
occur, without being produced by muscular action or meehanical con- 
trivance. 

“9, That movements of heavy bodies take place without mechanical 
contrivance of any kind, or adequate exertion of muscular force by those 
present, and frequently without contact or connection with any person. 

“3, That these sounds and movements eften occur at the time and in 
the manner asked for by persons present, and by means of a simple code 
of signals, answer questions and spell out coherent communications, 

One of the sub-committees of the Dialectical Society reported :— 

“Your committee studiously avoided the employment of professional or 
paid mediums. All were members of the committee, persons of social 
position, of unimpeachable integrity, with no pecuniary object, having 
nothing to gain by deception, and everything to lose by detection of im- 
posture,” 


HOW TO FORM SPIRIT CIRCLES. 


INQUIRERS into Spiritualism should begin by forming spirit circles in 
their own homes, with no Spiritualist or professional medium present. 
Should no results be obtained on the first occasion, try again with other 
sitters. One or more persons possessing medial powers without knowing 
it are to be found in nearly every household, 

1. Let the room be of a comfortable temperature, but cool rather than 
warm—let arrangements be made that nobody shall enter it, and that there 
hall be no interruption for one hour during the sitting of tho circle. 

2, Let the circle consist of four, five, or six individuals, about the same 
number of each sex. Sit round an uncovered wooden table, with all the 
palms of the hands in contact with its top surface. Whether the hands 
touch each other or not is usually of no importance. Any table will do, 
just large enough to conveniently accommodate the sitters. The removal 
‘of a hand from the table for a few seconds does no harm, but when one of 
the sitters breaks the circle by leaving the table it sometimes, but not 
always, very considerably delays the manifestations. ; 

3. Before the sitting bogins, place some pointed lead-pencils and some 
sheets of clean writing paper on the table, to write down any communica- 
tions that may be obtained. An, . 

4, People who do not like each other should not sit in the same circle, for 
such a want of harmony tends to prevent manifestations, except with well- 
devcloped physical mediums; it is not yet known why. Belief or unbelicf 
has no influenco on the manifestations, but an acrid feeling against them is 
a weakening influence. 

5. Before the manifestations begim, it is well to cngage m general conver- 
sation or in singing, and it is best that neither should be of a frivolous 
nature. A prayerful, earnest feeling among the members of tho circle gives 
the higher spirits more power to come to the circle, and makes it more 
difficult for the lower spirits to get near. 2 , i 

G. The first symptom of the invisible power at work is often a feeling like 
a cool wind sweeping over the hands. The first manifestations will probably 
be table tiltings or raps. . 

7, When motions of the table or sounds are produced freely, to avoid 
confusion, let one person only speak, and talk to the table as to an 
intelligent being. Let him tell tho table that three tilts or raps mean ‘ Yes,” 
one means “No,” and two mean " Doubtful,” and ask whether tho arrange- 
ment is understood. If three signals be given in answer, then say, “If I 
speak the letters of the alphabet slowly, will you signal every time I come 
to the letter you want, and spell us out a message?" Should three signals 
be given, set to work on tho plan proposed, and from this time an intelligent 
system of communication is established. nme . 

8. Afterwards the question should be put, “Are we sitting in the right 
order to get the best manifestations?” Probably some members of the 
circle will then be told to change seats with each other, and the signals will 
bo afterwards strengthencd. Next ask, “ Who is the medium?” When 
spirits come asserting thevaselvcs to be related or known to anybody present, 
well-chosen questions should be put to test the accuracy of the statements, 
as spirits out of the body have all the virtucs and all the failings of spirits 
in the body. ; , . i 

9. A powerful physical medium is usually a person of an impulsive, 
affectionate, and genial nature, and very sensitive to mesmeric influences, 
The majority of media are ladies, : 

The best manifestations are obtained when the medium and all the 
members of the circle are strongly bound together by the affections, and 
are thoroughly comfortable and happy; the manifestations aro born of the 
svirit, and shrink somewhat from the lower mentel influences of earth. 
Family circles, with no strangers present, are usually the bost. 

Possibly at the first sitting of a circlo symptoms of other forms of 
mediumship than tilts or raps may make their appearance. 


“ PIONEER OF PROGRESS” PRINTING AND 


PUBLISHING COMPANY, 
4, KINGSGATE STREET, HOLBORN, LONDON, W.C. 

Ix the Priating Department evcry arrangement has been mado for tho 
prompt execution of all orders. Printing of all kinds done cheaply and 
well, Estimates given, 

In the PUBLISHING DEPARTMENT is kept a eomplete assortment of 
Spiritual, Progressive, Reform und Miscellaneous books at wholesale and 
retail prices. London and country agents supplied with all kinds of 
Spiritual Literaturo in one parcel immediately on publication. Terms: 
Cash Payments. Catalogues of books, giving prices, &c., may be had upon 
application. : 


O SPIRITUALISTS AND OTHERS.—All who desire 
to read the literature of Spiritualism and other progressive move- 
ments, should subscribe to P 
TAE * PIONEER OF PROGRESS” LIBRARY, 

Which contains a large colection of Spiritual and other Progres: 
sive Works, Additions of new and choiee books are being made 
daily. 

Terms: £1 1s. per annum. 
logues 3d. each, 


THE 


10s. 6d. Half-yearly. 28. Monthly. Cata- 


EVERY THURSDAY MORNING. 
“THE PIONEER OF PROGRESS,” 


A Weekly Record of Spiritualism, Scientific and Ethical, 
Avd contains articles by Mrs, Cora L. V. Tappan, Dr. Sexton, "Fritz, 
Rev. Maurice Davies, T. H. Noyes, Esq., snd others, together with full 
reports of Lectures delivered in London, notes of Seances, and other 
general information. 
ONE PENNY. 


Published at 4, Kingsgate-street, Holborn; Wholesale Agent, F. Pitman, 
20, Paternoster-row, London, E.C. and can be ordered of any bookseller. 


INVESTIGATORS AND ENQUIRERS into Spiritualism may obtain, 
gratis, all information concerning the various societies, national and local, 
seances, mediums, lecturers, &c. 

All communications to be addressed, GEORGE FARMER, 4, Adngsgate-strect, 
Holborn, W.C. 


THE WONDER OF THE AGE. JUST ISSUED. 


JHE TWO DISCOVERIES, OR KEY TO PINE’S 
SPIRITUAL TELEGRAPH. 

This Key not only unlocks the abstruse labyrinths of Mathematical 
Science, but enables every person, who valucs the privilege, to converso as 
frecly in domestic retirement with friends in spirit life, as when they were 
on earth; and contains a series of communications of jthe most intense 
interest, received by this now Invention, with on engraving of the 


instrument. 
BY CLEMENT PINE. 


London: E. W. Alen, 11, Ave Maria Lane, and Stationers’ Hall 
court, E.C. 

Also published by the Author at Bridgewater. To be had ofall Booksellers. 
In substantial paper covers, 152 pp. Svo. Price 1s, postago 2a, Sterco- 
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